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Sermons for the Month of January 


FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION 
ON THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE HEART 
BY THE REV. THOMAS WHITE 


“After eight days were completed that the child should be circumcised, 
his name was called Jesus.”—Luke ii, 21. 


SYNOPSIS.—Reasons why Christ submitted to circumcision. Effects upon 
us: love, gratitude, repentance. Lessons to be learned: patience, love of 
the Cross, value of voluntary penance, and resignation to the will of God, 
avoidance of spiritual danger, excision of self-love, thorough reforma- 
tion of life. How we should use the new year: remembering the vanity 
of worldliness, the uncertainty of life, the certainty of death. 


To show the excess of the love which Jesus bears mankind, He no 
sooner is born into this world than He begins to suffer, and when 
but eight days old He begins to shed His sacred Blood, submitting 
to the painful and humbling ceremony of circumcision. It was a 
precept of the law imposed upon the Jews to distinguish them from 
the rest of mankind, as a pledge of God’s fidelity to his engage- 
ments, made to the patriarch Abraham; while it implied on the part 
of God’s people a firm determination, and offered, as it were, a 
security that they would fulfil His holy law in all things. It was 
an injunction laid on sinners, subject to the ceremonies of the 
Mosaic dispensation. But Jesus Christ, who was innocence and 
sanctity itself, was under no obligation of submitting to it. Never- 
theless, that He might prove to all the world forever that He had 
not assumed a mere appearance of our nature, but had taken to 
himself a real human body ; that He might demonstrate to the Jewish 
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people that He was a descendant of Abraham, of whose seed was to 
come the promised Messias; and that He might instruct His fol- 
lowers to submit, after His example, to the laws of God, and of His 
Church, though the compliance may be attended with inconvenience 
and difficulty, He submitted to this legal ceremony. 

He was also willing to terminate with honor a divine, but tempo- 
rary institution, by condescending to its observance in His own per- 
son. Oh, my beloved friends, in this, as in all the actions and suf- 
ferings of our blessed Redeemer, we have much that calls for our 
tenderest love, much that calls for our liveliest gratitude; or, as St. 
Bernard has it, we discover in this mystery much to love and ad- 
mire, and not a little for our imitation. Let us endeavor to con- 
vince ourselves of these advantages, to be derived from the cir- 
cumcision of Our Lord, that we may, at this particular time, collect 
every means which may contribute to the glory of God and the 
salvation of our souls. 

If we consider what our divine Lord submitted to in this cere- 
mony of the law, for the sake of His unworthy creatures; that, 
while we are employing every expedient to avoid suffering the 
slightest inconvenience, though our sins call for incessant mortifi- 
cation and expiatory penance, Jesus Christ subjects his innocent, 
pure and delicate body to voluntary pain on our account, we must 
either dissolve in tender compassion, love and gratitude, or acknowl- 
edge that our hearts are lost to every amiable sensibility, and are 
harder than the adamant. 

Oh! behold your Lord and your God, clothed in our flesh, yet free 
from the guilt of sin, and incapable of committing it; see Him, 
scarce eight days old, begin to suffer, yielding up His body to the 
knife of circumcision! He suffers, not as other infants suffer on 
similar occasions, who could neither know nor fear the operation; 
with a body of tenderest form and liveliest sense of suffering He 
possessed a perfect use of reason, and foresaw the pain, and knew 
the smart, that He was to endure, and yet offered himself willingly 
to shed the first fruits of His Blood in this painful manner. Oh, 
prodigy of love and mercy, to see the Lord of heaven and earth 
assume the nature of man, and, in the helpless form of an infant, 
bleeding beneath the hand of His sinful creatures! Oh, wonderful 
and ‘incomprehensible humility! He bears the form and appear- 
ance of sinners, and suffers for their sins! While yet a tender 
babe His Blood begins to flow; and even now His soul is grieved 
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at the enormities He comes to expiate, and is rent with sorrow at i} 
the afflicting sight of so many thousands, who, notwithstanding i 
all that He has consented to suffer for their salvation, notwith- 
standing the abundance of graces which He has procured for 
them, by the effusion of His Blood, and by expiring in cruel agony 
cn a Cross, will still, with inexorable obstinacy, and inflexible 
malice, despise His mercies, disregard His graces, reject the glory 
and happiness of His kingdom, purchased for them at so dear a j 
rate, trample on His adorable Blood, and, with unaccountable des- 1 
peration, turning their eyes from Him, rush to the gulf of wo, 
and plunge into eternal misery. ; 

If the words which I have employed excite consternation, be it 
known and remembered that words are mere sounds, that even 
the fire of this world is but painful imagery compared with the fire 
of hell; this is given to us for our use and comfort, but the fire of 
hell is enkindled and kept alive by the breath of an angry God, for 
the never-ending punishment of His insolent and ungrateful enemies. 
Be it remembered, too, that this dreadful evil is the lot of every ' 
unrepenting sinner; that into this abyss of wo are precipitated as 
many as prefer the follies and vanities of this life, to the observance 
of God’s law and His service. Oh, can the sinner consider that 
ardent charity, that zeal and love, which glowed in the breast of our |. 
new born King, our suffering Redeemer, when He prefers a base h} | 
enjoyment, a transient advantage, to the call of duty and the pos- | 
session of heaven! Behold your Saviour, He already feels im- . 
patient, as it were, to suffer for you; His love for His undeserving 
creature makes Him delight in these early humiliations and suffer- 
ings, and look forward with satisfaction to that day when He shall 
shed the last drop of His Blood for us, and the work of man’s re- 
demption shall be consummated. 

But in this mystery, we may discover much for our imitation. 
Our blessed Lord teaches us, by His divine example, to endure 
with patience the sorrows and crosses which are inseparable from 
‘our mortal state, and even to entertain a love of suffering, by 
which our souls are purified from the dross of earthly affections, 
our sins atoned for, and our thoughts and desires divorced from 
sublunary objects and pursuits, and indissolubly wedded to heaven. 
He shows us in what manner we are to suffer for our offenses, 
by resigning our own will to the will of Our Eternal Parent; and 
by His example He condemns the guilt of those who will do noth- 
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ing, and suffer nothing for their own sins, but in all things seek 
the indulgence of their own humors, inclinations, and passions. He 
teaches all Christians to entertain a lowly opinion of themselves ; 
to be convinced of their own insignificancy and nothingness; to be 
indifferent to the opinion formed by the world concerning them, 
and to be willing to bear the ill-will and ill-word, the reproach, 
the slight and contempt of men, provided their own conscience con- 
demn them not, and they can indulge a well-founded hope that the 
great Judge of right and wrong, the Judge of the living and the 
dead, be not displeased. The principal fruit which our Redeemer 
wishes us to reap from this mystery, is a spiritual circumcision, 
which consists in a perfect resignation to the will of God, in what- 
ever He appoints, and a faithful compliance with it, whenever it is 
pointed out to us. This spiritual circumcision is required of us, 
by an indispensable law, if we are desirous of keeping the com- 
mands of God, of being faithful followers of Jesus Christ, and 
of saving our souls. If we wish to enjoy the fruit of the promises 
made to the faithful Abraham, we must submit, not to a corporeal 
circumcision, but to a circumcision of the interior. Every irregu- 
lar and superfluous desire of the soul must be retrenched; a strict 
guard must be placed over all our senses, and every motion of the 
heart; a complete and unreserved renunciation of every criminal 
gratification of sense and appetite, and a cautious reserve even 
with respect to what is lawful; not proceeding to the utmost bound- 
aries of that which is licit, lest we be drawn beyond the line of 
separation, and fall into that which is illicit. The desires of riches, 
of honors, of bettering our conditions, of rising to notice or esteem, 
must be repressed; for if indulged, they will introduce into our 
hearts avarice and ambition: the lawful recreations, which are 
necessary to unbend the mind, must not be too far encouraged, lest 
dissipation enervate and corrupt the heart. If we would be 
Christians in reality, whatever is obnoxious to Him must be eradi- 
cated and cast away; every sacrifice which He demands of us 
must be made, though it should require of us the last drop of our 
blood. Reputation and fortune and health and life itself must 
be cherished with an affection subordinate to the love of God, or 
the affection is irregular. Self-love must be watched, and at every 
attempt to rise must be restrained with severe coercion: a thousand 
little dangerous inclinations, which are excited on every occasion, 
proceed from this, our domestic enemy. Self-love commands a 
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legion of restless cravings, which ruin us by the indulgence of them. 
To conquer this subtle adversary, it will be necessary to form fre- 
quent and habitual sentiments of compunction, a constant vigilance, 
obedience, submission to correction, patience under crosses, and 
voluntary self-denials. Prayer must also be recurred to, in order 
to obtain the divine assistance, and a full determination must be 
formed to crucify and destroy whatever opposes the reign of the 
pure love of God within our soul. Look to yourselves, my brethren; 
examine every secret recess, every fold and doubling of your hearts, 
and invoke the light of the Holy Ghost to guide you through the 
dark and winding labyrinth. Be not of the number of the uncir- 
cumctised of heart, but cut down, with unsparing hand, everything 
that rises in contradiction to God and His law; cut away every ex- 
crescence that is displeasing to your Creator; remove whatever is 
prejudicial to the true Christian spirit. 

This is the circumcision which is required of you; a circumcision, 
not of the flesh, but of the spirit; a thorough reformation in life, 
conduct and sentiment; and this you are -particularly called upon 
to set about on this day, on which we enter upon a new year. 
Bow down before your Lord, and pay Him the just homage of 
praise and adoration, for His infinite attributes, His power, His 
majesty, His supreme dominion over us and all things: offer Him 
the tribute of gratitude for all His benefits, but especially for 
allowing you still time to appease His anger, and to serve Him: 
for giving you admission into another year, in which you may 
redeem the past, and save your souls. Oh, how many, within 
the last month of the departed year, hath death cut down, who 
would resign with joy all the comforts and delights of life to pos- 
sess only this day of the new year which has been given to you. 
Again does your Lord invite and call; again does He place before 
you His goodness and love, manifested in the mystery of His 
Incarnation, and by all His tender kindness does He conjure you 
to come to Him, and partake of His feast of love in the kingdom 
of His Father. Oh, then, obey His call; be not deaf to His invita- 
tion. The next new year may not be yours! If worldly custom 
allows men to wish their friends happiness at the commencement 
of the year, much more do I wish you happiness in this new year, 
which God has furnished to you, rich with grace and spiritual joy. 
Happy be its beginning to you all, my Christian friends, happy be 
its progress, and thrice happy be its conclusion. 
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While the votaries of pleasure and the victims of giddy dissi- 
pation are studious to invent methods of banishing thoughtfulness, 
and making the flow of time as imperceptible as possible, let it be 
your care to employ every moment, and to pour it out of your 
hands, grateful for the reception you have given to it during its 
short stay with you. As it passes into the regions of eternity, let 
it bear honorable testimony to your hospitality and attention; nor 
proclaim, as it enters the presence of the King of time and eternity, 
the shameful negligence of which you have been guilty; of the 
contempt which you have shown it, as well as they, whose hopes 
are nevertheless confined to the short duration of time, forgetful 
of eternity. 

Remember, you have no certainty of being allowed notice of 
that summons, which is to call you before a tribunal, where your 
lot is to be decided forever; you have no security against surprise, 
the consequences of which are infinite and irretrievable, except 
that of a sincere and speedy conversion; of being upon your guard 
against sinning again; of dedicating the remainder of your time 
to God, and to His love, and of frequently imploring His grace 
and mercy. “Watch ye, therefore, praying at all times ‘ 
that you may be accounted worthy . . . to stand before the 
Son of Man” (Luke xxi, 36). Soon will the troubles of life and 
the severities of penance be at an end; the pleasures of the past 
year are now no more; they no longer afford delight: had the late 
year been spent in mortification and self-denial, the bitterness of 
repentance would not now be tasted, while the reward would be 
yet to come; the glory would be yet reserved, and hope would 
encourage to perseverance. Let religion prevail over passion; let 
reason triumph over an inconceivable infatuation: labor not for 
perishable enjoyments, nor seek the gratification of the moment, 
which, when the moment is passed, afford no further satisfaction ; 
but labor for eternity, for pleasure that admits of no alloy, of 
happiness that shall never end; of happiness pure and everlasting, 
in the society of blessed spirits, and in the enjoyment of God. 
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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
ON THE ENGAGEMENTS CONTRACTED IN BAPTISM 
BY THE REV. THOMAS WHITE 


“He upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on 
him, he it is that baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.’—John i, 33. 


SYNOPSIS.—Reasons why Christ submitted to the Baptism of John. 
Effects of the Sacrament; contrast of soul before and after Baptism. 
Grace; adoption by Father; incorporation with Son; chosen temple of 
Holy Spirit; right to kingdom of heaven. Obligations assumed in Bap- 
tism; to renounce sin forever; to acquire virtue; to be obedient to 
authority. Have we been faithful to our promises, have we fulfilled 
our obligations? The punishment; the reward. 


The baptism which our Saviour received at the hands of John 
was not a Sacrament similar to that which is administered in the 
Church of Christ; it had not of itself the virtue of remitting sin, 
but was a ceremony made use of by the precursor of Our Lord, 
in order to prepare the people for repentance, and the future 
baptism of Jesus Christ. “They flocked to him in crowds, and were 
baptized by him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins” 
(Mark i, 5). “At the same time came Jesus also, and was baptized 
by John, and lo ! heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost descended 
upon him in a bodily shape as a dove, and a voice came down from 
heaven, Thou art my beloved son, in Thee I am well pleased” 
(Luke iii, 22). The doctors of the Church assign several reasons 
why our blessed Saviour condescended to be baptized by John; 
the principal of which are, that in so doing, He meant to give to 
His followers an example of humility and obedience, to sanctify 
the waters, as it were, by receiving them upon His sacred Body, 
and to communicate to them the virtue of remitting sin in the 
Sacrament of Baptism which He should institute for the remission 
of sin. Thus, my brethren, what took place when Our Lord was 
baptized by John represents to us the effects of the Sacrament of 
Baptism, which we have received in the name of the Father, etc. 
These effects I intend this day to call to your attention, that I may 
excite in your souls a gratitude toward our gracious Lord, and as 
there are certain obligations connected with these effects, and in 
consequence of the promises we made to God when we received the 
benefit of this Sacrament, I shall remind you of your baptismal 
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engagements, that knowing what you owe to the Almighty, for His 
mercy, you may evince your gratitude by your good conduct. 

In your youth, my brethren, you were informed that the Sacra- 
ment of Baptism, the first and most necessary of the seven, was 
instituted by Jesus Christ for the remission of original sin, and 
that even actual sin, if the person baptized be guilty of any, is 
washed away from the soul by these waters of regeneration. But 
have you ever duly weighed the nature, extent and importance 
of these effects? Have you dwelt in thought and reflection on 
the state in which you were before you had the happiness to re- 
ceive this Sacrament? Conceived in sin and born in sin, we 
were each and all of us children of wrath, enemies of God, and 
slaves of the devil. A just sentence of condemnation by which 
we were excluded from the sight of God forever, from the celestial 
no less than the terrestrial paradise, was in force against us, and 
by Baptism, the sin in which we were conceived, and in which we 
came into the world, was entirely blotted out from our souls. 

It is true there still remained in us a fatal propensity to evil, 
and this we shall experience as long as we continue in this our 
mortal state; but it remains in us, as the Council of Trent observes, 
to exercise our virtue by contending with it and subduing it: for to 
receive the meed of victory, we must fight and conquer ; it remains 
to keep us in humility and diffidence of ourselves, and to make us 
sigh with fervor to be delivered from this land of difficulty and 
danger, to make us aim at heaven, where temptation and conflict 
will be no more. 

Before Baptism we were the children of Adam, objects of dis- 
pleasure in the sight of God, and the devil had power over us; 
but by Baptism we were made the adopted children of God, objects 
of complacency in His eyes; the devil was ignominiously expelled 
from our souls, and we received a right to an inheritance in heaven. 
We became the brethren of Jesus Christ, and co-heirs with Him. 
This was the effect of sanctifying grace received in this Sacrament, 
which not only obliterates the stains of sin, but makes us partakers 
of the divine nature, purifies our hearts, and infuses into our souls 
the grace of God, and the gifts of His Holy Spirit. Nor is this 
all; we are incorporated with Jesus Christ, as members with the 
head. By virtue of this union with Him who is the head, we 
become members of His holy Catholic Church; we belong to it as 
a part to the whole, and she regards us as her children. We re- 
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ceive a right to participate in the other Sacraments, and all the 
spiritual goods and treasures which Jesus imparts to His Church. 
Lastly, Baptism imprints on our souls an indelible character, stamp- 
ing us with the seal of the Diety, the signet of the most high and 
adorable Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. By it we belong 
to the Father, who has vouchsafed to make us His children; to the 
Son, who has condescended to consider us as His brethren by the 
assumption of our nature; and to the Holy Ghost we belong, as 
being made His temples. 

This was exactly represented in the Baptism of Our Lord, who 
there manifested Himself in His human nature as one of us, while 
His heavenly Father, by a voice from above, acknowledged Him 
for His Son; and the “Holy Spirit, coming down as a dove from 
heaven, remained upon him” (John i, 32). Are we not then 
called upon by an irresistible inducement to indulge in sentiments 
of liveliest gratitude at the consideration of the excellence of this 
sacred and beneficial institution, and of the inestimable favor con- 
ferred upon us by the Most High! Are we not impelled to enter- 
tain an esteem and respect for our bodies, and much more for our 
souls, not for ourselves only, but for all who by Baptism have 
been adopted by the Father, incorporated by the Son, and chosen 
by the Holy Ghost, as His temples? Do we not tremble at the 
very idea of profaning what has been thus consecrated to God? 
Can we shudder at hearing that the sacred vessels have been vio- 
lated and profaned by irreligious and contemptuous treatment, 
and not be moved at the profanation of our souls by sin after they 
have been consecrated by God himself to His service, and made 
the abode of His Holy Spirit? If we have been so unhappy and so 
profane as to defile these living temples by mortal sin, let us be 
covered with merited confusion, and penetrated with keen regret 
for our misfortune and guilt, and while we earnestly supplicate 
forgiveness for the past, let us determine to renew our engage- 
ments, and to observe them inviolate henceforward to the last 
moment of our lives. 

Let us now consider what are our obligations, in consequence of 
the promises we made in Baptism. They correspond with the effects 
produced in us by that Sacrament. We are cleansed from sin, and 
at the same time we renounce sin forever. We were made the 
children of God, members of Jesus Christ, and the temples of the 
Holy Ghost; but we then promised to renounce the works and 
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pomps of Satan, and to lead lives worthy of the dignity conferred 
upon us. We were admitted members of the Church of Christ, 
with a right to the participation in all its blessings; but at the 
same time we promised obedience, respect and attachment to this 
same Church, of which we became members. These are the prom- 
ises we made at the sacred fount, and all heaven witnessed our 
engagements. They are frequently termed vows, and, indeed, by 
them we become professed religious of the order of Jesus Christ: 
they are essential to our state, for no Christian can be dispensed 
from them; they remain in full force all our lives, and every 
moment of our lives. Have you then, my brethren, considered 
what you have so solemnly promised? Have you made it your 
care and study to fulfill your engagements? Have you remembered 
what St. Paul inculcates, when writing to the Romans (vi, 2), he 
says, “Know ye not that all we who are baptized in Christ Jesus, 
are baptised in his death? For we are buried together with him 
by baptism unto death, that as Christ has risen from the dead, by 
the glory of the Father, so we also may walk in newness of life.” 
My brethren, it is for you to examine whether you, being baptized 
in the death of Christ, have continued “dead to sin, but alive to 
God in Jesus Christ Our Lord” (v. 11). How often, after being 
signed with the sign of your redemption, have you again fallen 
into captivity, and by sin have trampled on that Blood by which 
your ransom had been purchased ? 

Having received that badge of your profession and dignity on 
your foreheads, have you not blushed at your high character, 
concealed your religion when required to profess it, through fear 
of the world, and with a pusillanimity less excusable than that of 
Peter, because more deliberate, denied your Saviour from a dread 
of censure or ridicule? You were signed with the same sign upon 
your breasts, to signify that your hearts should be consecrated to 
your Saviour, and His law should be preserved in the midst of your 
hearts; on your shoulders, to express your readiness to bear the 
crosses which divine wisdom might inflict upon you, to take up 
your cross on every occasion, and to follow your Redeemer: and 
have you done this? Has the Cross been dear to you? Has the 
faith of the Crucified, the religion of Jesus, been professed without 
fear or shame? And have you ever been ready to participate in 
the suffering of your Lord, and to unite yours with His, that thus 
yours might acquire worth and merit from the union? Having 
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received into your hands the lighted taper, as an emblem of the 
faith of which you made profession, a faith showing itself by 
good works, have you been careful and zealous as often as it was 
in your power to communicate the light of faith, to diffuse the 
knowledge of the truth; and by your good example and edifying 
comportment, by your strict compliance with the injunctions of 
your religion, have you induced your neighbor, who was disposed 
to follow the light; have you induced him to seek for certainty in 
all his doubts, for security of faith and inerrancy of doctrine in 
“the house of God, which is the Church of the Living God; the 
pillar and foundation of truth” (I Tim. iii, 15). 

Many will be condemned at the last day for their indifference 
for the invaluable blessing of the faith, and cold disregard of 
their neighbor’s salvation; for their deficiency, both in regard of 
divine and fraternal charity. You know that those who dissent 
from you in religion, even when they load it with aspersion and 
calumny yet know that it inculcates the greatest holiness of life, 
and they pay a kind of homage to the truth of your religion, when 
they exact a greater strictness of moral conduct from Catholics 
than from other persons, often exposing and exaggerating into 
crime that which in others would have been overlooked; and 
knowing this, have you been, on that account, careful not to let 
your faults be imputed to your religion? Have you preserved 
the white robe with which you were clothed in Baptism pure and 
unsullied? Have you courageously resisted the suggestions of 
Satan, whom you renounced? Have you called to remembrance 
that you then asked to be admitted to the faith of Christ, as a 
means of arriving at life everlasting, and that you were then 
answered in the words of Christ, “if thou wilt enter into life, keep 
the commandments” (Matt. xix, 17). You then, too, promised 
obedience to the authority established by Christ upon the earth. 
And have you faithfully obeyed the commandments of God and of 
His Church? Have you avoided evil and done good? or, having 
offended God by sin, have you sought the recovery of the grace of 
God by repentance? or have you lived on in that deplorable state, till 
conscience was lulled to sleep—till you became habituated to the 
malady with which your soul was afflicted—till you had repeated 
your iniquity, and increased your guilt—till your soul was covered 
with the leprosy of sin? Thus having deferred your conver- 
sion and repentance, being linked in fatal association, and if I 
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may use the expression, being now on terms of familiarity and 
friendship with the enemy of your souls, has not the Church invited 
you, in vain, to accept of mercy, perhaps commanded you, in 
vain, to “show yourselves to the priests” (Matt. viii, 4): “to wash 
in the pool of Siloe” (John ix, 7), and to be cleansed from all your 
defilements. The months have passed away, the festivals of tlie 
Church have gone by, the solemnization of the greatest mysteries 
of religion has brought no joy to your souls; you have slept in 
death. You have time for all the business of the world, but none 
for this, the most important of any. You have time for enjoying 
the relaxations and the pleasures of life, but none for the concern of 
eternity. And why? Because you have no love of God; no regard 
for anything beyond the present; no concern for your eternal 
salvation. 

O almighty and most merciful God, how was it possible that 
Thou, who knowest all things, couldst endow Thy creatures with 
reason to turn it against themselves and Thee! Was it for this, O 
Lord that “Thou mad’st him but a little below thy angels, and hast 
crowned him with glory and honor, and has set him over the 
works of thy hands!” (Ps. viii, 6). Well may we exclaim with the 
same royal prophet: “Man when he was in honor, did not under- 
stand; he hath been compared to the senseless beasts, and made 
like to them” (Ps. xl, 21). O Christian brother, who hast neg- 
lected thy God and thy best interests, to serve thy passions or to 
slumber in deadly sloth, how wilt thou be astonished when, awaking 
from thy dream, thou shalt discover that thou hast been feeding 
upon empty smoke, and shalt find nothing in thy hands! And 
what shall be the astonishment and regret of all those Christians who 
now so unconcernedly violate the commands of God and His 
Church, who hear with torpid indifference the voice of God; who 
can violate the precepts of abstinence, of fasting, of assisting at the 
Holy Sacrifice, of approaching to the Sacraments, and the various 
ordinances of the spouse of Christ, and of Christ himself, without 
much concern, it may be without any feeling whatever; what will 
be their astonishment, their confusion and regret, when appearing 
as criminals at the bar of divine justice, the divine Saviour, the 
Redeemer of our souls, shall place before their eyes His commands 
and their promises? Having recalled to their remembrance the 
duties of their calling as Christians, and their particular obligations 
according to their respective situations in life; having placed before 
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their eyes the transaction of that important day, when in the 
presence of men and angels they accepted of the covenant pro- 
posed to them, of mercy on the part of God, of obedience on 
theirs, and vowed eternal allegiance to Him, He shall then expose 
their perfidy, compelling them to bear evidence against themselves. 
“Out of thy own mouth I judge thee, thou wicked servant” (Luke 
xix, 22). Then shall those nations, to whom God in His inscrutable 
judgment has not imparted the same abundance of graces as to 
Christiafis: and whose ingratitude will, consequently, be less, then 
shall they rise up in judgment against rebellious Christians, and 
be less severely punished. “It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the judgment, than for you” (Luke x, 14). “For if in 
Tyre and Sidon had been wrought the mighty works that have 
been wrought in you, they would have done penance long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes” (v. 13). Even in the abyss of hell, in the 
lakes of fire and brimstene, additional confusion will pursue the 
ungrateful Christian. That august and indelible character stamped 
on his soul at his Baptism, and marking him out as heir to a king- 
dom, shall cause him to be pointed out by the damned, and subject 
him to eternal infamy even among the infamous partners of his 
ignominy and sufferings. 

Shall it, then, be possible that the inestimable favors shown to us 
by the Almighty, in calling us to His faith, in redeeming us from 
sin, in restoring us to His love, are to be the source of our greater 
misery. Yes, my brethren, this will infallibly be the case, if while 
we are here on earth we prove faithless to our engagements. But 
let it not be so; let us prefer the friendship of God to His anger; 
the love of Him to an alliance with the enemy of God and man; 
the state of grace to the calamitous state of a soul in sin; the 
kingdom to which we are called to an eternal servitude under an 
implacable tyrant. Call often to your minds, my beloved friends, 
these two objects on which I have insisted this day: the graces and 
honorable advantages you received in Baptism, which can be lost 
only by sin; that is, by violating, what I also recommend to you as a 
subject of frequent consideration, the vows you made, and the 
obligations you contracted when you received that Sacrament. By 
reflecting on the first you will be excited to love and gratitude; by 
meditating on the latter you will be induced to live as Christians, 
worthy of your high calling, worthy your exalted destiny, children 
of God’s grace here, and heirs of His eternal glory hereafter. 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 


THE MANIFESTATION OF THE GLORY OF JESUS 
CHRIST, AS EVINCED BY THE MIRACLE 
AT CANA IN GALILEE 


BY THE REV. THOMAS WHITE 


“This beginning of miracles Jesus wrought in Cana of Galilee.”—John ii, 11. 


SYNOPSIS.—At the marriage feast Jesus gave the first public proof of His 
divinity. The glory was manifested by His omnipotence. Hence we 
believe all that He teaches. We hold firmly to the doctrine of the Real 
Presence, though the mystery is beyond the grasp of reason. We believe 
it because He said so. We learn also from this miracle to properly 
esteem the dignity and sanctity of the Sacrament of Marriage; that this 
state should not be entered into with improper motives or without due 
dispositions. Why the Church forbids marriage to her clergy; why 
she approves religious retirement. 

Conclusion—We should receive Christ’s doctrines with docility 
and gratitude; we should ever have recourse to God and ever seek to 
please Him. 


It was by this miracle of changing water into wine that our 
divine Lord distinguished Himself on the commencement of His 
mission. After being baptized by John, after fasting forty days, 
and associating to Himself a few disciples, He was invited to 
assist at a marriage feast in a small town of Galilee, not far distant 
from Nazareth, which had hitherto been the usual place of His 
abode. He had till this period led a life of retirement and obscurity, 
appearing like the rest of mankind, that no doubt might arise con- 
cerning the “reality of his incarnation”; but He now began to dis- 
play that power which was to convince His followers of the “reality 
of his divinity.”” In fact, though the prophets had announced Him 
many ages before, though agreeably to the prediction of one of 
them, “a virgin had conceived and borne a son’; though the angels 
had proclaimed His birth, though the doctors of the law had de- 
clared that He was to be born in Bethlehem, and a star had miracu- 
lously conducted the wise men to that place; though the holy 
Simeon and the prophetess Anna had testified on the day of His 
presentation in the Temple, that He was the expected Messias ; not- 
withstanding the Baptist had pointed Him out to the people, and 
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His Father speaking from heaven had declared Him to be His Son; 
yet He himself had performed no public miracle; it was this day 
and this occasion that He chose for manifesting His glory. The 
occasion was favorable; His disciples and a large assembly were 
present, and the consequence was, as we are informed by the 
evangelist, “that his disciples believed in him.” Let us attentively 
review the Gospel, and endeavor to derive from it instruction, edi- 
fication and spiritual improvement. 

The first instruction which presents itself on the consideration 
of what was done by Our Lord at the marriage feast of Cana, is 
that in the miracle performed on that occasion we discover a con- 
vincing proof that Jesus is God no less than man. He changes one 
substance into another, not by any foreign external power, but by a 
power personally His own; a power exceeding all that mere human 
exertion could produce. It was to convince His disciples that flesh 
and blood neither assisted Him as the means, nor induced Him as a 
motive, that He said to His mother, “What is this to me and to 
thee?” (v. 4). Convinced of this His divine power, no less than 
His unerring veracity, we believe His doctrines, and assent to the 
mysteries which He proposes to us. Seeing that in, the “supper of 
Cana” He changed water into wine, we firmly believe the mystery 
which in His “last supper’ He made known to His apostles, that 
by a real and wonderful transubstantiation He then changed the 
substances of bread and wine into His adorable Body and Blood. 
Acknowledging Him for our God, we believe nothing is impossible 
or difficult to Him; and admitting, without presuming to hesitate, 
His sacred and infallible veracity, we receive His word. We seek 
not to abridge His power or diminish His tender charity; we be- 
lieve that He has not only given Himself a bleeding victim for 
our sins, but offers Himself an unbloody victim of propitiation, and 
gives Himself to His servants for the food and nourishment of 
their souls. “No man,” saith Our Lord, “can come to me, except 
the Father who hath sent me, draw him” (John vi, 44). “But all 
that the Father giveth me shall come to me” (Ibid. 37) ; therefore is 
this “saying hard”; but to those only whom divine grace conducteth 
not to divine faith, whom the Father draweth not to Himself and 
His eternal Son. Jesus Christ has said, “This is my body—this is 
my blood”; we thankfully receive the effusion of His goodness 
in the institution of such a powerful means for our salvation; we 
hear and believe, nor do we presume to doubt His power or to 
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curtail His love, by interpreting His words in a sense directly con- 
trary to their obvious signification. Had a mere mortal delivered 
them, explanation would doubtless be necessary; because to make 
them good in a literal sense would exceed all human power; but 
when Jesus speaks them, and the only objection to the fact is the 
incomprehensibility of the performance, the acknowledged omnipo- 
tence of the performer immediately nullifies the objection. If He 
could become incarnate for the love of us; if He could die on a 
cross for our redemption; we believe that He can give us His 
immortal and impassible Body on our altars for the food of our 
souls; and we believe that He has done so, because He himself has 
declared it. He has assured us of the fact, and yielding to His 
express assurance, we captivate our understandings in obedience 
to faith, gratefully acknowledging His power, His wisdom, His 
goodness and love. Let us, my brethren, on this day, endeavor to 
revive and fortify our faith in this mystery, by the consideration of 
the miracle exhibited to us in the Gospel; and when present at the 
adorable sacrifice, open the eyes of your soul and adore your Lord 
and God. “Blessed are they who have not seen, and have believed!” 
(John xx, 29). But, in particular, when you approach to this 
divine banquet in which your Saviour feasts you with His true 
Body and Blood; when by a spiritual union He makes Himself the 
spouse of your souls, approach with faith and purity, and you shall 
“know him in the breaking of bread,” and be enriched by an 
effusion of His graces. 

A second subject of useful instruction, suggested by this Gospel, 
regards the Sacrament and state of Marriage. Matrimony is a 
Sacrament of the New Law, conferring grace to the parties receiv- 
ing it with proper dispositions, by which they are enabled to serve 
almighty God in purity of heart and conduct; and happy they who, 
like those mentioned in this day’s Gospel, invite Jesus to their 
wedding. Many, alas! too many, enter upon that state with disposi- 
tions very different from those required to draw down upon them 
the blessing of heaven: have no other view than the gratification 
of their passions; and, therefore, as the angel Raphael said to 
Tobias, “Shut out God from themselves, and from their mind 

and over them the devil hath power” (Tob. vi, 17). But, 
my brethren, all who are preparing to enter upon that holy state, 
must begin by calling Jesus to their aid; consulting Him on the 
choice they are about to make, by fervent prayer. They should 
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invoke the intercession of His virgin mother, and consult His 
disciples; that is, they must seek for counsel from the directors of 
their souls, and from those friends who are not likely to advise 
them from interested or worldly motives; who will dare to speak 
their real unbiased sentiments. Alas! how generally does it happen 
that the intention is concealed, till it is immovably fixed, and 
counsel delayed till it is found necessary either to give it on one 
side or to withhold it. To gratify sensuality; to indulge, and not 


to restrain concupiscence, how often is the holy state of wedlock _ 


sacrilegiously profaned; to feed an unsatiable avarice, to acquire 
riches, which never can produce happiness, how many barter peace 
and joy for sordid gold: plunge themselves into a state of splendid 
misery, and not unfrequently seek a remedy to the wretchedness 
they have brought upon themselves in dissipation, licentiousness, 
and guilt! It is a pernicious error, which the devil endeavors by 
every artifice to promote, that the call of heaven is not necessary, 
for the state of marriage, and the consequences of this too prevalent 
error are incalculable. It is necessary both for the state itself, and 
for the individuals embracing it. All are not called to this state, 
therefore all should beg the God of wisdom and goodness that He 
would direct them in the choice of that state of life, which He in 
His providence has destined for them; and let all who design to 
embrace this state invoke the grace and light of God; not that He 
will miraculously interpose, and by a voice from heaven announce 
to them whom He appoints to be their partners through life; but 
that He, who orders all things as He pleases, will so dispose of 
circumstances and events, that their choice may be conformable 
to His will, and receive His benediction. 

But while the young implore the aid of heaven, and seek counsel 
from discreet and disinterested friends, let not parents, from views 
of worldly policy or profit, attempt to force the inclinations of their 
children. The happiness of the parties depends on mutual affec- 
tion, and to communicate this by artificial process, to excite it at 
command, is impossible. Let them claim, at most, the right of a 
negative; this is all that God and nature allow them; a compulsa- 
tory power they, have not, and by pretending to it, they have, in 
numberless instances, defeated their own intentions and ruined 
their children. 

It may not be improper here to observe that with respect to 
Matrimony, as well as many other points of our faith and discipline, 
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we are shamefully and pertinaciously misrepresented. St. Paul has 
observed (I Cor. vii, 32), that “he that is without a wife is solicitous 
for the things that are of the Lord; how he may please God; but 
he that is with a wife is solicitous for the things of the world; how 
he may please his wife, and he is divided. And the unmarried 
woman and the virgin thinketh on the things of the Lord, that she 
may be holy, both in body and in spirit; but she that is married 
thinketh on the things of the world, how she may please her hus- 
band.” Now the Catholic Church, wishing to make the ministers 
of God as free as possible from a solicitude for the things of the 
world ; wishing to make them anxious for al/ entrusted to their care, 
by removing the claims to partial and peculiar affection, naturally 
and necessarily arising out of the matrimonial union; desirous also 
to attach them to the particular concerns, occupations and pursuits 
of the state of life to which they devote themselves, has deter- 
mined that they who voluntarily embrace the sacred ministry (for 
she compels none to embrace it) shall renounce the concerns, the 
perplexities, the cares, and also the endearments of Matrimony, all 
of which being of terrestrial nature, more or less withhold the 
heart from an intimate union with God. 

In the same spirit she applauds the resolution of those of her 
communion, who, observing the dangers to which their virtue is 
exposed by a continual intercourse with the world, and feeling their 
own frailty and infirmity, flee for security into the asylum of re- 
ligious retirement, to chastise their bodies and mortify their pas- 
sions; to restrain their senses, and invoke the divine aid by fervent 
prayer. Hence the enemies of our religion, to detract from the merit 
of these sacrifices, represent the Catholic Church as villifying the 
sacred institution of marriage, and “forbidding to marry” (I Tim. 
iv, 3). But so far from depreciating the institution of marriage 
and forbidding to marry, let it be remembered that we alone con- 
sider Matrimony as a Sacrament of the New Law, and that while 
others in certain circumstances dissolve the conjugal tie, and in 
allowing it to be subject to human dispensation, evidently suppose 
it a mere civil contract and human institution, we hold it in much 
higher respect, considering the bonds of sacred Matrimony, when 
once united, as forever indissoluble, and proclaiming, in the words 
of our blessed Saviour, “that husband and wife are no longer two, 
but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let no man 
put asunder” (Matt. xix, 6). 
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With respect to perpetual chastity which the Catholic Church 
does not generally command, but only requires to be observed when 
solemnly embraced and promised to God, the views and intentions 
of the Church may be easily discovered, by adverting to that which 
is subjoined by St. Paul, in addition to what I have above quoted 
from St. Paul’s I. Ep. ad Cor. “This I speak to your profit; not to 
cast a snare upon you, but for that which is decent, and which may 
give you power to attend upon the Lord without impediment” 
(vii, 35). 

Now, my brethren, from what you have heard in the Gospel of 
the day, and the reflections resulting from it, I wish to enforce upon 
your minds two general yet very beneficial conclusions: First, that 
acknowledging the divine Founder of your religion you receive 
His doctrines with docility and gratitude; secondly, that on every 
occasion you have recourse to God for light and grace, and in 
every undertaking seek to please Him. Admitting Him for the 
Author and Finisher of your faith, who created you and determined 
the measure and extent of your understanding, you will readily em- 
brace whatever He proposes for your acceptance; and seeing that 
He has commisioned His apostles and their successors to preach 
and teach, even as He himself was so commissioned by His heavenly 
Father (John xx, 21), you will receive the articles of your faith 
through the medium of that living oracle, that speaking tribunal, 
His one, holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, which He has built 
upon a rock, and secured against the attempts of hell (Matt. xvi, 
18) ; which He has commanded us to hear as Himself (Luke x, 16) ; 
and with which He has promised to abide forever (Matt. ult). 
Convinced that on Him alone you depend for success, as He alone 
can bestow it; sensible that He alone can change the waters of the 
“torrent in the way,” the waters of “bitterness” into a delicious 
wine, the true wine that “cheereth the heart of man” (Eccl. xi), 
knowing that He hath “the words of eternal life” (John vi, 69), 
you will address yourselves to Him in every emergency, in every 
doubt and difficulty. Considering Him as your Creator, your Re- 
deemer, your God, and your all, as your first beginning and last 
end, the source and completion of all your happiness, both in time 
and throughout eternity, your souls will be detached from all sub- 
lunary objects, your hearts and minds will soar aloft to the gates 
of heaven, there will you knock and pray to be admitted. And your 
loving Lord. having promised that if “you ask you ‘shall receive, if 
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you knock it shall be opened to you” (Matt. vii, 7), your petitions 
shall be heard, the gates of paradise shall at length be unfolded to 
receive you, and entering into the joys of your Lord, you shall 
possess the kingdom of His glory, and be happy with His elect for 
endless ages. Amen. 





THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
ON THE DUTY OF GOOD EXAMPLE 
BY THE REV. THOMAS WHITE 


_“Showing forth good things, not only in the sight of God, but also in the 
sight of ali men.”—Rom. xii, 7. 


SYNOPSIS.—Several lessons taught in this epistle; necessity of good ex- 
ample not the least among them. This necessity founded on the law of 
God; on our baptismal vows; on the example of Christ. What does self- 
examination reveal? Special duty of all in authority to edify by good 
example and by avoidance of evil; the responsibility of superiors, parents, 
etc. The special evil fruits of bad example. The terrific accountability 
for the sins of others. 


In this portion of St. Paul’s Epistle to the Christians of Rome, 
which the Church of ‘God has appointed for the lesson of this 
Sunday, we discover a pressing exhortation to the practise of fra- 
ternal charity, which, by applying it to ourselves we may turn to 
our spiritual instruction and advantage. He recommends to them, 
not merely on the grounds of terrestrial convenience, but upon 
Christian principles, to maintain among themselves unanimity of 
heart and sentiment, brotherly love and harmony; for the better 
support of which he exhorts to the practise of humility and conde- 
scension, and the performance of every tender office of benevolence 
and charity, even to the lowest of their brethren. Self-conceit, self- 
elevation, and arrogance, he strongly reprobates, and instead of re- 
venge, which he zealously condemns, leaving judgment to the Lord, 
he urges the necessity of cultivating mutual affection, of subduing 
enmity by kindness, “giving food to our enemy, if he be hungry; 
if he be thirsty giving him to drink; for thus doing,” says he, “thou 
shalt heap coals of fire on his head” (v. 20). Meaning by this 
expression either that the experience of kindness in return for evil 
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will subdue resentment, and kindle in the soul of our enemy the 
warmth of sensibility and gratitude; or else that our forbearance 
and resignation, if disregarded, will convict him before God, and 
bring down upon his head the punishment of Him who has said: 
“Revenge is mine, I will repay” (v. 19). But.there is another duty 
incumbent on the Christian, which he recommends to them, and 
which it is my wish to enforce on the present occasion. I mean the 
duty of good example, which we owe to one another; “showing 
forth,” as the Apostle says, “good things, not only before God, but 
also before all men.” I shall endeavor to show, in the first place, 
the importance and necessity of this duty; and, secondly, I shall 
explain to you how it is to be complied with. 

Although, my brethren, the Christian ought to need no other 
motive in obeying the commandments of God than to know that such 
is the divine will, and although the hope of enjoying God forever 
ought alone to suffice to detach our hearts from ruinous gratifica- 
tions; yet such is the weakness and folly of mankind that every 
additional motive is required to induce them to consult their own 
interest and happiness, to preserve them from running headlong 
into the abyss of misery. Charity, therefore, calls upon us to afford 
our brethren every aid which it is in our power to contribute to their 
welfare ; we are required, as occasion may call upon us, to “reprove, 
intreat, rebuke with all patience and doctrine” (II Tim. iv, 3). 
But.it may sometimes happen that neither solicitation, nor argu- 
ment, nor reproof, will be attended to; there may be a time 
when men, hurried away by their passions, “will not endure sound 
doctrine”; it may very often happen that to give advice by oral 
communication is impossible; what is then to be done, my brethren? 
It is then that we are called upon to offer up our prayers for the 
sinner ; and by the silent but impressive eloquence of good example 
to animate him to virtue. This we are bound to do at all times and 
in every circumstance of life; we are always required to withdraw 
from vice, and to encourage to sanctity by the influence and attrac- 
tion of our good example. “Let your light shine before men,” says 
our Saviour (Matt. v, 16), “that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” We are required to 
edify our neighbor in virtue of our baptismal engagements, as well 
as by the commands of our Saviour and Legislator. We were then 
pledged not only to be obedient to the divine law, but to diffuse the 
light of truth and holiness; to spread the sweet odor of charity by 
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our exemplary conduct; and they who are placed in authority, who 
possess any superiority over others, who therefore stand, as I may 
Say, upon an eminence, and to whom the eyes of others are directed, 
are more rigorously required to watch over all their actions, and so 
to regulate their exterior as to glorify their Father who is in heaven, 
and to lead his children toward their Father’s house; holding up to 
them the torch of example, enlightening them that are in darkness, 
and directing their feet into the way of peace. If we too frequently 
meet with Christians who are indifferent about the conduct of their 
neighbor, who can without a sigh observe his march toward perdi- 
tion, and can unconcerned see him take the fatal plunge which will 
involve him in everlasting misery ; we shall generally find that these 
persons, under the plea of avoiding all officious interference and 
meddling with the concerns of others, are only throwing a covering 
over their cold and frozen hearts; that they are in reality indifferent 
about their fellow-creatures; and as to his salvation, though they 
possibly might give a little of that which they can easily spare 
to relieve his corporal necessities, yet they are quite insensible to 
the wants of his soul. These persons will be generally found very 
indifferent about the interests of God; and if you except their ter- 
restrial interest, totally devoid of feeling for themselves. Instead 
of letting their light shine before men, they are ashamed of religion 
and virtue; they blush to let their good actions (if indeed they 
perform any) be seen; they hide their light beneath the bushel. 

Make impartial inquiry, and satisfy yourselves whether your lives 
be such as to animate to virtue, or rather to withdraw from it. If 
the latter be the case, you are wanting both in the love of God and 
of your neighbor: I mean that Christian love of which Jesus Christ 
has given us an example in His love for us. But that you may the 
more easily discover how you have fulfilled this part of the precept 
of fraternal charity, I shall now lay before you some points in which 
you are particularly required to edify by your example. 

Let it be observed that while all are bound to diffuse around them 
the sweet odor of edification, a more rigorous and indispensable 
obligation is laid upon those who are vested with authority, which 
demands their peculiar and constant care, to avoid everything which 
may be an obstacle in the way of those who are under their juris- 
diction, or who look up to them as models by which they conceive 
what they may be allowed, or according to which they may be in- 
duced to regulate their own system of action. These must not only 
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avoid the commission of that which is sinful, but must do good; 
and even let their good works be seen and witnessed by their 
inferiors and dependents, not from motives of vain-glory and osten- 
tation (God forbid!) but to excite to virtue. How many are there 
in the situations of children, of servants, of dependents, who are 
accustomed to look up to their parents and superiors with a species 
of veneration which induces them to admire and imitate what they 
observe to be practised by them! They copy their manners and 
deportment, and often ingraft upon their own character and con- 
duct the vices and virtues of the persons under whose government 
they live: and how many owe their ruin both here and hereafter 
to the bad example of those under whom Providence has placed 
them, and from whom the Almighty Judge will require an account 
of their souls. 

Though they may not have immediately urged them to the com- 
mission of sin, by direct persuasion, yet has not the undisguised pro- 
faneness, intemperance, injustice, immodesty, or other sins which 
they have witnessed, stimulated them to be guilty of similar 
offenses? Even though you may persuade yourselves that you are 
innocent of these flagrant enormities, into which your children, do- 
mestics or other dependents have waded, because you perpetuated 
not dreadful scandals before their eyes; yet did not irreligion, tepid- 
ity, indevotion, your neglect of the service of God, first weaken their 
attachment to virtue ; enable them to undervalue and omit the means 
of salvation; without fear of reproach from you, who were as guilty 
as themselves? And freed by you from the first restraints, were 
they not emboldened to proceed to greater lengths, and at last pro- 
ceeded to crimes from which, perhaps, you may be wholly exempt, 
but for which you prepared the way by your negligence in your 
Christian and religious duties? For if these be neglected, and the 
neglect connived at, the seeds are sown from which every immoral- 
ity may be produced. You are required, then, to edify by your ac- 
tions, so that you not only refrain from what is clearly evil, but do 
that which is calculated to lead to virtue. Your words must not only 
be free from all that can tend to sanction or recommend what is sin- 
ful, but must breathe a spirit of charity, modesty, and piety. Your de- 
portment, your dress, your manners, when in public; the whole tenor 
of your conduct in private life, must be such as to exalt the cause of 
God, and make the practise of virtue endearing. Here, in the 
sacred place, your attendance should be punctual and regular, for the 
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absence or late attendance of one individual is generally followed 
in its consequence by the absence or late attendance of another, and 
the more respectable such an individual may be in other points of 
view, the more seducing his example. Oh, let us beware of giving 
scandal, my brethren, and if Our Lord has commanded us fo let our 
light shine before men, let not the works of darkness be exhibited 
in the face of day, spreading around contagion in the diffusion of 
immorality. “Wo to the world, because of scandal,” says our 
Redeemer (Matt. xviii, 7). And wo to them, as worse than mere 
corporal homicides, who by their persuasions, their influence and 
example, murder the souls of the innocent, making vain in their 
regard the Blood of the Son of God! “Wo to the world because of 
scandal; and he that shall scandalize one of these little ones,” that 
is one of these innocents; and in respect to sin, of the simplicity of 
children, “it were better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea” 
(Matt. xviii, 16). The guilty shall perish, because he hath sinned; 
he shall be taken away in his iniquity, but the Lord will require 
his blood at the hand of his seducer. “Put not a stumbling block or 
a scandal in your brother’s way,” says St. Paul (Rom. xiv, 13), 
the sins which you occasion in others, may be considered as of 
worse consequence to you than those which you commit by your 
own personal act and deed, as they are in some sense irremedia- 
ble; for your own immediate offenses you may repent, with sin- 
cere renunciation; but how many sins produced by bad example 
will never be thought on by the authors of them, nor ever be 
brought to light till they are manifested at the last day, only to 
receive their punishment. “ From my hidden sins cleanse me, 
O Lord; and from those of others, spare thy servant” (Ps. xviii, 
13), said holy David, and let this be also our frequent prayer. Let 
us ask forgiveness for whatever disedification we may have given 
to others, and let us resolve henceforth to promote the cause of 
God and religion by our good example. Like the first Christians, 
of whom it is written (Acts ii, 42) that “they were persevering in 
the doctrine of the apostles, and in the communication of the 
breaking of bread, and in prayer,” let us by our assiduity in the 
service of God and the strict observance of every religious duty, 
promote the salvation of our neighbors, and ensure our own. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
ON AFFLICTIONS 


BY THE REV. THOMAS WHITE 


“Behold a great tempest arose in the sea, so that the ship was covered with 
waves.” —Matt. viii, 24. 


SYNOPSIS.—This miracle shows the divinity of Christ. Man’s life a sea 
of trouble; God’s providence allows afflictions of all kinds to come to us. 
This is to prove us; to convert us; to show His love. How we should 
look upon affliction. Scripture is replete with proof of this point. The 
example of holy Job. The example of the Jews. Sentiments; gratitude 
and resignation. 


Another miracle is here proposed to us by the Church of God, 
to confirm our faith of the divinity of Jesus, exhibiting Him as the 
ruler of the elements, performing on the sea, as well as upon the 
land, prodigies far surpassing the natural powers of man. We 
have lately seen Him changing water into wine at the marriage 
feast: we have observed Him healing the sick, in confirmation of his 
doctrine delivered to the multitude on the mountain; we now see 
Him commanding the winds and the sea. “Who then is he, for 
the winds and the sea obey him?” (v. 27). 

My brethren, you indubitably believe and confess Him to be 
the Lord of glory; the God of heaven and earth. But let us en- 
deavor to derive advantage from this incident; let us consider for 
what end our blessed Saviour permitted His disciples thus to be 
tossed by the storm on the sea of Tiberias, and why He reproved 
them for their want of faith, which suffered them to fear, even 
under His immediate protection. In them we discover the situation 
of the just in this life, sailing on the ocean of the world, which 
may well be compared to a boisterous sea, on which they are in 
perpetual danger of perishing. In fact, to what dangers are we not 
exposed in every age, and in every condition of life? Nothing can 
be of more importance to us, than to enter into the designs of 
Providence, which has decreed that the just shall be afflicted, and 
exposed to dangers, no less than the sinner, that the tribulations of 
this life should be the lot even of the choicest favorites of heaven. 
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It is of consequence to all to be resigned to the appointments of 
almighty God, and to turn the afflictions to which human nature 
is exposed to good account. I hope I shall contribute, in some 
degree, toward preparing those for patient suffering, who may 
not yet have felt the hand of God bearing upon them, and induce 
those to bend in calm resignation, and patient conformity to the 
divine Will, who are laboring and heavy laden with the sorrows 
and tribulations incident to mortality, by showing them why our 
loving Creator permits His creatures to be so variously afflicted in 
this vale of tears—this land of tribulation and misery. 

It is an incontestable truth, which reason and religion irresistibly 
evince, that there is an overruling Providence, which disposes of all 
with infinite wisdom, and orders everything with a view to His own 
honor, and the real interests of His creatures. This being admitted, 
it follows as a necessary consequence, that all the physical evils to 
which human nature is liable are the effect of that same Providence, 
with reference to the divine honor, and the welfare of man, either 
in this world or the next. It is also observable, that of human 
afflictions some are internal, others external; some are so neces- 
sarily attached to us, as to be inseparable from our nature, so that 
affliction, sorrow, and pain are, in a certain degree, inevitable; no 
one is entirely secure, no situation wholly exempt from them. 

These two principles established, it is not difficult to assign 
satisfactory reasons why the Deity permits His creatures to be 
afflicted in so many various manners. Let the just man be en- 
couraged beneath the hand of God; let the sinner be converted from 
his evil ways, and he shall live; let all make proper use of the 
transient sorrows of present existence, and all will be benefited by 
them; let the just smile under tribulation, for it shall hereafter 
be productive of rich fruit; it shall bring forth great joy to their 
souls. “If they sow in tears, they shall reap in exultation” (Ps. 
cxxv, 5). It is true, the best friends of God have much to endure: 
and as the Apostle says (II Cor. vii, 5), “combats without, fears 
within assail them.” You have, my brethren, to maintain an in- 
cessant war against your passions: many of you have to bear with 
poverty, want, and various humiliations. That Providence which 
you acknowledge and adore, in which alone you are consoled, that 
very Providence seems, on some occasions, to have almost for- 
gotten you. Still learn, even under your lowest depression, to look 
up to God and to be comforted, knowing that “God comforteth the 


aa ee aN 


i REE IE es Rai at as baa 


sea BN 








FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 205 


humble” (ib. v. 6) ; dispel all sentiments of despondence and learn 
that it is out of love for you that God afflicts you; that it is out 
of tender regard for His children that your heavenly Father 
chastises you. He chastises you that He may prove your fidelity ; 
that He may purify your souls from all affection for the things of 
the earth, and afford the means of expiating your offenses; that He 
may more closely attach you to Himself and His service; that He 
may increase your merit, and make your election sure. 

When, therefore, you are assailed by temptation; when the waves 
of adversity and earthly sorrow beat against you, break not out into 
complaint and murmuring; be not depressed with immoderate 
sorrow, but look up to Him, who permits your trials, who, even in 
the midst of tribulation, stretches out His almighty hand to save 
those who put their trust in Him. “Why are ye fearful, O ye of 
little faith?’ (Matt. viii, 26); correspond with the intentions of 
your loving Lord, who observes your conflict; whose eye will 
“neither sleep nor slumber; who keepeth Israel” (Ps. cxx, 4). 
Correspond with His designs in your favor, nor lose the merit of 
suffering by impatience. “The furnace trieth the potter’s vessels,” 
says the wise man (Eccles. xxvii, 6), “and the trial of affliction the 
just man.” Review the conduct of God toward His greatest 
friends and favorites, and you will find that He tries those most 
whom He best loves. “Because thou wast acceptable to God,” said 
Raphael to Tobias (xii, 13), “it was necessary that temptation 
should try thee.” Look at the holy man Job, a man “simple and 
upright, fearing God and departing from evil,” and still keeping his 
innocence under every trial (Job ii, 3). Behold him stripped of all 
his worldly substance; his servants slain; his sons and daughters 
suddenly destroyed. Behold him precipitated from his high estate, 
covered with a “grievous ulcer, from the sole of his foot even to 
the top of his head,” see him “sitting on a dunghill” (ib. 7), his 
friends, and even his own wife, upbraiding him as fruitlessly trusting 
in God and unprofitably patient. 

It is often by the infliction of earthly misfortunes that the 
Almighty manifests His love in the most striking manner, and they 
who had profited nought by the goodness of heaven, displayed in 
the effusion of terrestrial blessings, have been roused from their 
dream of false happiness by sickness or distress, and by them led 
to God, and to salvation. How many owe their conversion to what 
was deemed the severest misfortune? How many of you have 
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enjoyed health and security, and many comforts, the gifts of 
heaven, without evincing your gratitude to Him who bestowed 
them: and lo! if earthly sorrow could awaken you to a sense of 
duty, and force you to turn to God, great indeed would be His 
goodness in visiting you with terrestrial affliction. The loss of a 
husband, a wife, a child, or a friend, has forced many to reflect, 
who had never seriously thought before; has drawn their hearts to 
a love of the Supreme good, which had long been fixed on earthly 
objects, unworthy of their affections. Disappointment or mis- 
fortune has opened the eyes of many to the interests of eternity, 
which had long been overlooked, amidst the delights of present 
gratification, and the enjoyment of present prosperity. A severe 
fit of illness has at once determined the vacillations of an irresolute 
mind, dispelled hesitation, fixed the inconstant, and opened their 
eyes to the vanity of pleasures, that can not be long enjoyed; of 
riches, that must soon be lost, and never can bestow content; of 
honor and fame, which are no more than a breath of air, that gives 
only an illusory satisfaction. 

Yes, my brethren, it is certain that what men have considered 
their greatest misfortune has not unfrequently proved their 
greatest good; when, then, by the appointment or permission of 
God, affliction comes upon you, be not dejected: for by receiving 
it in a spirit of humility, resignation, and penance, it will be turned 
to good account. “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is very 
great in heaven” (Matt. v, 12). But if the visitations of God have 
purified and improved the righteous; have alarmed and roused the 
sinner to repentance, terrestrial tribulations may be traced to a 
God tenderly loving His creatures, and greatly desiring their real 
welfare and happiness. The inspirations of heaven, and the invi- 
tations of our Lord, are, in some way or other, experienced by all. 
The worldling, who looks no further than the present, is occasion- 
ally called upon, and pressed by his Maker to extend his view to 
eternity. The possessors of earthly grandeur, the slaves of vanity, 
may seem to enjoy unruffled prosperity, and pleasures unalloyed; 
yet God in His mercy to them, and that they may not be without 
the opportunity of reflecting, sometimes checks the current of their 
joys; embitters their pleasures, and in the midst of apparent con- 
tent and gladness, while every afflicting idea seems far removed 
from their dwellings, they experience occasionally both interior and 
exterior crosses. 
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Why does God deal with them in this manner? Not precisely 
to punish their guilt. Alas! if they continue in it, a far greater 
punishment awaits them; but He wishes to snatch them both from 
guilt and punishment; to save them by present tribulation from 
future endless misery; to inspire them with disgust for criminal 
pleasures, earthly joys, and affection for creatures; to force them, 
as it were, to turn to Him and happiness. Ah! sinners, this is your 
last resource; this is, if I may be allowed the expression, the last 
expedient which the goodness of God resorts to before He casts off 
His rebellious creatures. If you despise this effort of His goodness 
to save your souls, He may suffer the remainder of your days to 
flow smoothly on in the enjoyment of all that earth can furnish ; but 
may prepare a hell for you, with unspeakable, inconceivable tor- 
tures, without end or alleviation, for eternity! If, indeed, pro- 
ceeding in sin, in the violation of His commands, and the neglect 
of your duty, you still enjoy the accustomed prosperity of this 
world, I do not say to you “be glad,” but “tremble.” Nor do I 
wish you, in this case, the enjoyment of uninterrupted prosperity, 
lest it should serve to keep you from thinking on God, and eternity ; 
but rather, let me wish that some infliction of heaven may be laid 
upon you; some terrestrial misfortune, which may compel you to 
break with the world, and tear you from its embraces forever. 
With the royal prophet, I say, “fill their faces with ignominy, and 
they shall seek thy name, O Lord” (Ps. Ixxxii, 7). 

When God wished to remind the Jewish people of their ingrati- 
tude and guilt; when He desired to snatch them from the ways of 
iniquity and perdition, He chastised them by inflicting some ca- 
lamity upon them, and they opened their eyes to discover their sin, 
and were converted to Him. “When he slew them,” says holy 
David (Ps. Ixxvii, 34), “they sought him, and returned to him, 
and early in the morning they came to him.” Wo then, to them 
who spend their days in mirth and prosperity, in laughter and joy, 
regardless of future bliss, and sorrow which shall never end! 
“Wo be to you who laugh now,” says our blessed Lord, “for you 
shall mourn and weep” (Luke xi, 25). If so, my brethren, why 
should we be solicitous about present gratification and pleasure, 
which must soon terminate; why should any of you entertain am- 
bition, or envy the seeming felicity of the great wealthy; seeing 
that their apparent joys are mingled with sorrows, and that the 
smiles which play upon their countenances are not infallible tokens 
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of a heart at rest; seeing too, that laughter here is not the surest 
means of arriving at happiness hereafter. At the sight of that 
prosperity which the wicked seem to enjoy, holy David confesses 
that he was almost induced to envy their lot, and forsake the ser- 
vice of God; but reflection and experience convinced him, that true 
peace and true happiness were only to be found in the practise of 
virtue and the paths of righteousness. “My feet,” says he, “were al- 
most moved ; my steps had well nigh slipped: because I had zeal on 
occasion of the wicked, seeing the prosperity of sinners” (xxii, 2). 
“They are not in the labor of men, neither shall they be scourged 
like other men” (5). “Therefore hath pride held them fast; they 
are covered with their iniquity and their wickedness” (6). “They 
have set their mouth against heaven, and their tongue hath passed 
through the earth” (9). “Behold these are sinners, yet abounding 
in the world they have obtained riches. And I said, then have I in 
vain justified my heart, and washed my hands among the innocent, 
and I have been scourged all the day, and my chastisement has been 
in the morning” (12). But considering the end of their false 
glories, and the judgments of God upon them, he says, that he dis- 
covered the wrath of the Lord falling upon them for their iniquities, 
and his eyes were opened to the wisdom of the righteous, and the 
folly of the unjust. 

“T studied that I might know this thing: it is a labor in my sight, 
until I go into the sanctuary of God, and understand concerning 
their last end” (16). “But indeed for their deceit thou hast put it to 
them ; when they were lifted up thou hast cast them down. How are 
they brought to desolation; they have suddenly ceased to be; they 
have perished by reason of their iniquity. As the dream of them 
that awake, O Lord, so in thy city thou shalt bring their image to 
nothing”’(18). He concludes by acknowledging the goodness of 
God to him, in directing him in all his ways, and setting him in the 
paths of virtue and bliss. ‘Thou hast held me by my right hand, 
and by thy will thou hast conducted me; and with glory thou hast 
received me” (24). “For what have I in heaven; and besides thee 
what do I desire upon earth” (25). “Behold they that go far from 
thee shall perish; thou hast destroyed all them that are disloyal to 
thee” (27). “But it is good for me to stick close to my God, to 
put my hope in the Lord God” (28). Let us, my brethren, make 
the same conclusion: let us not envy the splendors of the great and 
opulent, neither let us repine under the tribulations which an om- 
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niscient and loving God is pleased to inflict upon us. If we are 
in the grace of God, affliction is a source of merit and the means of 
purifying our souls from the dross of earthly affections: if, un- 
fortunately, we are in sin, it is by affliction that we are most 
forcibly stimulated to a sense of our misery; by suffering we are 
enabled to appease the divine wrath. “It is through many tribula- 
tions that we must enter into the kingdom of God” (Acts xiv, 21). 
Let us not, therefore, murmur, like the Jews in the desert, lest, like 
them, we be excluded from the land of promise; but let us imitate 
those true Israelites, who being led captives to Babylon, appeased 
the anger of God by their submission, and merited to return again 
into the land of their fathers. 

Let us be resigned to the will of God, and endeavor to sanctify 
our souls by means of which He ordains, as the best suited to our 
exigencies, the best calculated to preserve us from ruin. Do you 
know, my brethren, that you could withstand the dangers which 
attend on human prosperity? God knows, and He has not chosen to 
expose you to them. Seek them not: but in every affliction, re- 
member that “our present tribulation, which is momentary and 
light, worketh for us above measure an eternal weight of glory” 
(2 Cor. iv, 17). 











AN EXPOSITION AND DEFENSE OF CATHOLIC 
TEACHING 


{Il. Fifty-three Sermons on the Means of Grace’ 





VIII. THE BLESSED EUCHARIST 
BY THE REV. C. P. BRUEHL, D.D. 


SYNOPSIS.—The doctrine of the Real Presence, the most beautiful and 
the central doctrine of the Church. We should strive to realize what 
this doctrine is to us. The Holy Eucharist is: 1st. The test and the 
strengthener of our faith. 2d. Our hope in the sorrows, trials, be- 
reavements of life, most especially so in the hour of death. 3d. Our 
love, showing us the love of Jesus ever near attracting us to Him; 
saving us from the evil love of the things of the world, uniting us to 
our Saviour and procuring our eternal salvation. 


In the lowly tabernacle there is enshrined our greatest treasure, 
the heavenly, priceless gem, the saving Host, the glorious monument 
of God’s grace and mercy, the admirable memorial of His undying 
love. And great it is, this wonderful Host; the sum of all mys- 
teries, the life-giving element of the Church, the perennial source 
of life and light. 

We should lively realize the grace of belonging to that one true 
fold of Christ, with which Our Lord abides and dwells unto the 
end of days, over which He holds outstretched His pleading hands, 
for which He daily sacrifices His virginal Flesh and Blood. We 
should thank God for being children of the Church that has an altar 
and a tabernacle, wherein resides the divine Guest. 

But, worshiping and loving, let us try to understand the meaning 
of this mystery of God, to trace the influence of this saving Host 
on our religious life, to learn its power and efficacy. I shall demon- 
strate to you how it is the Sacrament of faith, hope, and charity. 
These virtues are the warp and woof of Christian life; they are its 
root, and its blossom. They embrace the entire compass of religious 
activity, and permeate all its manifestations. The Holy Eucharist 
is the Sacrament of universal power, the Sacrament of life, the 





* A schedule of this course may be had by application to the publisher. The 
first two parts of this series, on the Creed and on the Commandments, re- 
spectively, appeared in previous volumes. 
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Bread of life; it is the Bread that nourishes faith, sustains hope, 
and invigorates charity. 

I. The Holy Eucharist is the Sacrament of faith. It is the test 
and the strength of faith. 

At its very institution it became the test of the sincerity of the 
faith of Christ’s disciples. Our Lord had proposed this wonderful 
doctrine: “I will give you my flesh to eat; I will give you a heavenly 
bread, a more wonderful bread than that which I have multiplied by 
divine power. This bread is my flesh.” 

His words were plain, unmistakable and solemn. They were en- 
dorsed by the great miracle which He had wrought in their presence ; 
they were supported by the divine authority of His person. 

But some refused to believe: “This saying is hard and who can 
hear it?’ They left Him, they abandoned Him, who had the 
words of eternal life, Him who was the way and the truth and the 
life and the light. They cut themselves off from the living vine 
and they became withering branches. Henceforth their faith was 
dead; they had not stood the test of faith. 

And even now, as of yore, the doctrine of the blessed Eucharist 
is the touchstone of divine faith. It is the crucible in which the 
sterling gold of divine faith is separated from the alloy of human 
opinion. It creates that immense gulf between the true Church and 
the many false ones; between the Church of the present Christ and 
the churches of the absent Christ ; between the living Church, living 
by the breadth of its Founder, living by His glorious presence, and 
the dead churches, dead because they have separated themselves from 
the living truth; dead because they have not upon their altars the 
sacramental Presence, the source of life and light. The church that 
has not Christ is a dead church indeed; Christ is the soul, the life, 
the vital principle, of the Church. Yea, they are churches without 
Christ, the churches of those who have rejected the blessed Eu- 
charist, they are churches without life and light, churches without 
the living faith, for they have not stood the test of faith, as those 
unfortunate, forgotten disciples. How can they have words of life, 
since they have rejected Him who alone has words of life? 

“But blessed are they that have not seen and have believed”; 
blessed are they that trust the words of eternal wisdom more than 
outward appearances. And we have this word, the word of God, 
and it dissipates all shadows of doubt and vanquishes all the voices 
of contradiction. This was His promise: “I shall give you flesh to 
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eat. My flesh is meat indeed.” And His promise lingered in His 
loving heart; it grew and waxed strong and it became a powerful 
desire. And this is the realization: “I have longed to eat this 
paschal lamb with you.” The shadows of death were thickening 
about Him, the Cross was looming near, the night of the grave was 
gathering; His lips were chilled by the touch of agony, His brow 
was clouded by the somber seal of eternity. But Our Lord had not 
forgotten His promise. And thus He left to His Church the 
glorious legacy of His continual presence: “This is my body.” 

And we believe. For Christ is the truth. 

If this holy Sacrament is the test of our faith it is more: its 
strength. 

Do you find that living faith in the divinity of Christ, that vivid, 
practical realization of His personality, in any other than the 
Catholic Church? It is because we breathe in our churches the air 
of the presence of Christ; we are continually reminded of Our 
Lord, because He is the Guest of our tabernacle; we kneel, even 
as Mary, at His feet; we feel our hearts aglow, our pulses throb 
with supernatural emotion, as the disciples of Emmaus. Tell me 
why the seed grows and swells and develops in the all-pervading 
warmth of the sun; and I will explain why our faith grows and is 
enlightened and quickened in the Catholic Church. It is the subtle, 
mysterious, noiseless, but ever active, influence of the sacramental 
presence of Christ. 

It was at this source that the glorious martyrs, the uncompromis- 
ing witnesses of our faith, drank that superhuman, unbending 
strength of their conviction, which led them to despise the threats 
of tyrants, to smile at the formidable array of racks, to court the 
embrace of torturing flames, and to offer their necks to the cruel 
stroke of the executioner’s ax. 

Truly, here lies the irresistible strength of our faith. A severe 
test it seems at first; but yet the invisible rays proceeding from the 
blessed Host overcome all difficulties. Hence our faith becomes a 
living, energetic faith; a faith that makes martyrs, that breeds vir- 
gins and heroes, that faith of which St. John says: “This is the 
victory that overcometh the world, our faith.” 

II. The blessed Eucharist is the Sacrament of hope. Hope sup- 
ports our weakness and steadies our faltering footsteps. It is the 
staff on which we lean when the burden of life weighs heavily on 
our shoulders. There are moments in life when we feel the good 
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in us fail, the enthusiasm for virtue ebb and the tide of evil rush 
in upon us; moments when the sense of guilt and unworthiness 
presses on our soul and benumbs its energies, when we believe our- 
selves forsaken by the genius of good and under the gloomy shadow 
of the dark angel; moments when we deem ourselves too feeble to 
resist temptations, too weary and disheartened to climb the rugged 
pathway of duty. It is then that hope uplifts us, instils courage 
in our hearts and brightens the clouded horizon of our vision; it is 
hope that bids us raise our tear-stained eyes to the everlasting hills 
of bliss, to the glories awaiting us; it is hope that infuses new cour- 
age into our breast and breaks the spell of inactivity cast over our 
faculties. 

But this hope, the kind companion of the dark hours of life, is 
born in our hearts by the holy Eucharist; it is this Sacrament that 
begets immortal hope in mortal breasts. 

Christian hope lives on the promise of the presence of Our Lord. 
His words, “I will remain with you even to the end of time,” give 
us this perfect assurance, this wonderful calm, this quiet anticipa- 
tion of victory and final triumph in all the troubles and trials, in 
all the calamities of outrageous fortune, in all the assaults of tempta- 
tion, in ali the struggles of life. He, Our Lord, is with us, dwelling 
among us; and if He is with us He will help and shield us; He will 
ward off the evil, He will baffle the designs of our enemies. Yea, 
He is with us; with us in this blessed Sacrament; and therefore our 
hope can not die. 

A ship was caught in a vehement storm. The waves were rolling 
high and threatened to engulf the reeling vessel in its mighty depths. 
Passengers were in despair, their faces pale with fear. Only a 
young lad showed no signs of alarm; with calm defiance he watched 
the uproar of the elements. And, asked if he did not fear the storm, 
he answered with naive assurance: “No, my father is at the rudder!” 
What a sublime confidence, an ingenuous trust, of the child in its 
father! It fears nothing in his presence; it believes in his readiness 
and his ability to help. And we have greater reasons for unlimited 
confidence. What shall we fear if God is with us? Men are power- 
less, the world is powerless, sin is powerless; God is with us. This 
presence of God in the holy Eucharist is the substance, the very 
soul, of our hope. Indeed, Our Lord will calm the tempests that 
arise, and He will steer the frail vessel of our destiny clear of 
shoals and rocks to the haven of eternal rest; for He is at the 
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rudder. He is in the boat of our life as truly as He was with the 
disciples on the lake of Genesareth. 

And this is also the secret of the invincibility of the Church: the 
holy Host is her shield, the tabernacle her fortress and citadel. The 
shafts of attack will be shattered; the fiercest onslaught of infernal 
hatred will be thwarted ; no reckless power of hell or earth will ever 
undermine the altar; for He who dwells on the altar is the Lord 
of hosts, the Invincible, the Almighty. The blessed Eucharist is 
the pledge of the perennity of the Church; the seal of her inde- 
fectibility ; her strength, her victory. By it she defeats her most 
powerful enemies and conquers the world. 

There is one thing we all dread and fear; at which all the in- 
stincts of our nature shrink and recoil; it is the gloomy hour of 
death, the starless night of the grave. When the fleeting splendor 
of the world grows dim, when the proud edifice of our fondest hope 
crumbles, when the lofty pillars of our bold self-reliance snap; when 
everything we gathered and treasured seems dust in our groping 
hands, when our vision is shrouded in a dark, dreary pall, and our 
dull eyes behold nothing but a limitless expanse of empty obscurity 
stretching into immensity; when yawning abysses surround us, 
when big black, hideous spots, ghastly visions of the deep, dance be- 
fore our glaring, glassy eyes; when the great lidless eye of the 
dark gloats at us and chills our very. soul; when every drop of our 
blood is cold and heavy, when the flickering flame of our life is 
unable to warm this mortal frame, when the very touch of the hand 
of a friend has a chill in it, when we hear the faint echoes of that 
distant, unknown land, as the monotonous murmur of the breakers ; 
when we feel ourselves sinking, sinking into a bottomless, horrid 
pit, gaining no hold except on the frosty, bone-like hand of death; 
when finally we feel our memory wane and our consciousness ex- 
tinguished, when this very flesh thaws and dissolves itself into a 
dew—at this dreadful, extreme moment we realize the utter use- 
lessness of human help, the infinite horror of standing alone at the 
gates of eternity. This appalling solitude, this terrible silence, this 
awful uncertainty of things to come, this desert-like emptiness be- 
fore us, this absence of human help and friendship, petrifies our 
heart, bewilders our brain and makes our thoughts totter and reel. 
Is there no help in this inevitable hour? Fear not, Christian soul, 
you will not be alone, when all forsake you. You will find comfort 
and help in this terrible hour; yea, you will find a companion over 
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the bridge of death. When that gloomy hour comes, and human 
help fails, take with you into the night of death this adorable Host, 
this blessed Viaticum. He has conquered death and grave, He will 
iead you through night and darkness; and this most terrible of the 
horrors of death, that ghastly loneliness, will not terrify you. Jesus 
is with you in the hour of death, at this lonesome passage from time 
to eternity. Even death is shorn of his terrors, the grave deprived 
of its gloom, when Our Lord is with us. In this holy Host we 
possess the happiest antidote against the terrors of death. At that 
hour He will be the only, only friend, the only companion on that 
melancholy journey. And though that insatiable abyss of the grave 
swallow and absorb everything earthly and human, it can not rob 
us of our eternal hopes and of the one true and everlasting treasure, 
for in this holy Host we have the key of heaven, the pledge of salva- 
tion, yea, heaven itself. 

In persecution and trial, in sadness and bereavement, in sickness 
and agony, in life and death—the blessed Eucharist is our never- 
failing hope and solace. 

Ill. The holy Eucharist is the Sacrament of love. It is the 
burning coal, the heavenly spark, destined to kindle the divine fire of 
love in human hearts. 

Love is the greatest of Christian virtues, it is the perfection of 
Christian life, it is holiness itself. He who loves God can not 
sin; he who loves God can readily overcome the allurements 
of seduction; he who loves God is ready to make any sacrifice, 
will ever advance to greater sanctity. But this pure, hallowed love 
has a dangerous antipode; the vile passion of sensual love. The 
one a fair virgin of childlike innocence, a soft light of devotion 
gleaming in her heaven-fixed gaze, her brow redolent with the 
unction of consecration, her cheeks modestly flushed with the ex- 
pectation of the heavenly bridegroom, her whole being wrapped 
in an air of exalted purity. The other—no longer a virgin, the wild 
fire of desire glaring in her lustful eyes, her cheeks aglow with 
feverish emotion, her forehead moistened by the heavy breath of 
passion, her presence clouded by the fumy, laden atmosphere of 
sensuality. And but too many follow the latter—and but too few 
adhere to the former; for sin and sensuality have a fatal attractive- 
ness. Sinful love steals itself into the heart by the fascination of 
earthly things. There is a charm, an enticing beauty in the things 
of this world; they are clad in seeming loveliness; they court our 
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affections and win our hearts. They snatch the heavenly fire from 
the altars of God and make it burn before perishable idols. Sin 
is allied to sweetness and wedded to graceful and bewitching ele- 
gance. Ah, we know that God is beautiful and amiable, that His 
sweetness surpasses all measure! Yet we do not feel it, we have 
not experienced it. And the sweet poison of earthly pleasure is 
ever nigh, entering into our soul by all our senses, darkening our 
better understanding by its delirious, intoxicating fragrance. 

But God has given us a remedy against the baleful and treacher- 
ous venom of sin and pleasure. He allows us to foretaste the sweet- 
ness of His love on this earth. He has given us a Bread containing 
all sweetness, filling us with disgust for the pleasures of sense. In 
the blessed Eucharist we taste the raptures of God’s love; we are 
weaned from the deceitful joys of earth. Then earth has no attrac- 
tions for us; we are no longer spellbound by its fleeting charms. We 
aspire toward heavenly beauty, we are filled with longings of eternity, 
we loathe the earth. A source of pure, living water wells up in our 
heart and quenches our thirst for happiness and love. This holy 
Sacrament imparts to us all the delights of heaven, and replenishes 
us with rapture and ecstasy. Nay, he who drinks at this limpid 
fountain shall not thirst forever, nor shall he crave the husks of 
earthly pleasure. For this holy Sacrament is meat, indeed, full of 
relish and strength; and drink, indeed, full of savor and intense 
delight. 

Love seeks the presence of the beloved one. As a flower shut out 
from the sun would fade and droop, so would love languish and 
finally die, were it not continually quickened by the presence of the 
object of affection. Distance and separation have a fatal effect on 
love; they destroy the spontaneity, the warmth, the dewy fresh- 
ness, of affection. But our dear Lord is nigh, He invites us to His 
glorious presence; we may have intimate intercourse with Him, 
we know His beaming eye is resting on us, watching and following 
us from the tabernacle. There is a living heart throbbing under 
that sacramental veil, brimful of kindness, overflowing with affec- 
tion ; there is an ear, listening to our prayers, ever responsive to our 
call. There is a living communication between the tabernacle and 
the lonesome worshiper, a sweet, tender commerce, an exchange 
of thought and affection between the disciple and the master. In- 
deed, our love can not flag, for it dwells in His endearing presence, 
for it basks in the smile of His kind face. 
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The highest form of presence is union; and this true love strives 
to effect. And, O admirable Sacrament! the holy Eucharist real- 
izes this greatest ambition of love. Yes, God vouchsafes to us this 
blessed, happy union with Him in the holy Sacrament of the altar. 
This is the triumph of love; this satisfies our sublimest aspirations. 
We are privileged to rest at His breast; we are clasped in His di- 
vine embrace. Truly, this is the Sacrament of love; for it is the 
Sacrament in which we taste the sweetness of the Lord, in which 
we are near to Him, in which we are gathered in His arms, enjoying 
the holiest transports of the chastest and purest affection. “He 
that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, abideth in me, and I 
in him.” 

Dear friends, the greatness, the beauty, of this holy Sacrament 
should occupy our thoughts, kindle our hearts, transform our lives. 
Let this holy fire not be consumed in vain, let this heavenly seed 
not be doomed to sterility; plant, embosom this divine germ in your 
hearts and let it grow. It will make us holy, pure, saintly, godlike; 
It is the germ of grace, the germ of faith, hope, and charity; the 
germ of the eternal life of glory, bliss, possession, and rapturous 
love. Amen. 
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IX. THE REAL PRESENCE 
BY THE RIGHT REV. JAMES BELLORD, D.D. 


“Neither is there any nation so great that hath gods so nigh to them as 
our God is present to us.”—Deut. iv, 7. 


SYNOPSIS.—Religion is the drawing near of God and man. 

I. God has always desired to be near man. He was near him in 
the state of innocence; near him after the fall; near him in all the 
wanderings of His chosen people, ever manifesting Himself, ever pro- 
tecting them. The text fulfilled with regard to the Jewish race. 

II. But this was merely a figure of what was to come. The 
Christian Church more privileged than the Jewish. This is evidenced 
by the Real Presence, the distinctive mystery of our religion. The 
great contrast between the Protestant and Catholic Church; the inf- 
nite distance between our Church and the sects. Hence the impossibility 
of reunion except along the one line. 

III. The Blessed Sacrament, the life of the Church. It is the 
vivifying principle of her worship and of her indefectibility. 

IV. The life throbs in every member of the Church; this life 
received in Holy Communion. It binds us together in real Christian 
charity; makes us loyal to the Church; gives us strength to overcome 
our passions, and the gift of perseverance. 


I. God approaching to man, and man approaching to God, that 
is the summary of religion. God approaching to man—this is what 
the great mysteries of our faith amounts to; this is the truth mani- 
fested in the divine works of creation, the Incarnation, Redemption, 
Heaven. Man approaching to God—this is the object of our striv- 
ing in all the acts of religion, in faith, prayer, sacrifice, self-denial, 
death. This drawing near of God and man is what actually takes 
place in true religion. God descends from His throne, visits the 
brilliancy of His glory, and manifests Himself. He appoints con- 
ditions for men’s approach to Him; then He enters into union with 
them, becomes their life, their strength, their comfort, and satisfies 
the desire of His own goodness to be with the children of men. 

In the state of innocence God walked familiarly with Adam in 
Paradise. After the fall, He spoke frequently with the Patriarchs. 
When He chose a people for His own, and led them forth from 
captivity in Egypt, and organized them into a nation by the hand of 
His servant, He manifested Himself continually in various ways, 
convincing them of His protection, constant care, and actual 
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presence. In the text Moses calls upon the Israelites to recognize 
the dignity and the special privilege they enjoy, in having their 
God so present with them. He brings into comparison the idola- 
trous nations that they knew. These possessed much that the 
Jews might have envied. They had numerous temples, an imposing 
ceremonial, and the visible idols of stone and metal that so im- 
pressed the carnal mind. But in those temples was no spark of 
divine life; the gods were represented as holding themselves aloof 
from men, stern, cruel, revengeful. The Gentiles worshiped them 
from afar off in fear and trembling. 

How different it was with the Jews! They held the actual 
presence of the living God, shown to them by visible signs. They 
were His creatures, His children, the objects of His love. He had 
elected them as His own and saved them from destruction. He 
gave them laws and ruled them as their King. From the time 
they left Egypt, God had been with His people in a pillar of dark 
cloud. On the march it went before them; when they were to halt, 
it came down and rested upon the Tabernacle; at night it became a 
column of fire. From the peaks of Mount Sinai, covered with the 
storm-cloud, the people had heard the voice of God proclaiming 
the Ten Commandments. Moses spoke with Him there, face to 
face; he came down bringing the law written by the finger of God 
on tablets of stone; and forever after his face reflected the glory 
which had shown from the face of the Lord. Stiff-necked. low- 
minded as they were, the Israelites could not but be impressed at 
times by the majesty of God’s presence, the difference between 
themselves and less privileged nations. Without land, or home, 
or temple, or a visible god made with hands, they still saw that they 
were greater than all other nations, for none of them had their 
gods so nigh to them as the God of Israel was nigh to His chosen 
ones. The Tabernacle, with the presence of God, was also their 
life. In the desert or in the promised land it was the center of 
their national unity, the bond of their brotherhood, the object of 
their pride and their loyalty. Through captivity and dispersion 
their hearts always turned to the Holy City of Jerusalem, and to 
the glorious Temple of the Living God that crowned Mount Sion. 

II. All this, however, was but the figure and the prophecy of a 
truer divine Presence. Singular as were the Jews, the Christian 
Church was to be more privileged still. For the final revelation 
there was reserved something more than eye had seen, or ear 
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heard, or the heart of man conceived. God came to man in the 
Incarnation; He joined Himself to us in the bonds of the same 
nation. When the Atonement was accomplished the Spirit was to 
be sent. But Our Lord would not leave us orphans ; He would abide 
forever with us, having once come to us. He would not leave us 
worse off than the Jews, deprived of the manifest presence of God. 
He has fulfilled to us in a better manner the promise given to the 
Jews: “I will set my tabernacle in the midst of you, and my soul 
shall not cast you off. I will walk among you and I will be your 
God, and you shall be my people.” (Levit. xxvi, 11, 12.) Not in 
one city, but in every place from the rising to the setting of the 
sun, we have a temple and a tabernacle where the majesty of God 
dwells. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, true God of true God, is 
really and personally present in ten thousand churches, to be wor- 
shiped by us, to be united with us, to be our food, our strength, our 
refuge, our consolation, to be the glory and the life of His Church. 
This is the distinctive mystery of our religion. This is the perma- 
nent wall of separation between the Catholic Church and the 250 
sects, or whatever it is, of the disintegrated Christianity that is 
called Protestantism. Enter any one of their churches. They are 
cold, empty, cheerless; of late years the sects, in striving for a 
more vigorous life, have copied irom the Catholic Church, where 
alone real life was to be found. They have elaborated their build- 
ings and enriched their worship. But they cannot change the real 
character of these buildings ; still they continue to be no more than 
meeting places for men, they are not the house of God; they have 
not that warmth and homelikeness which comes only from a living 
presence. The desolation of these so-called churches is typified 
by that emblem which may at times be seen on the tables of some 
of them. The Cross without the figure of Him who made the Cross 
glorious, is an apt type of the worship without a sacrifice, of the 
church without the adorable Presence, of a religion without the 
inward life of the Spirit. Though a Catholic Church be poor and 
small, though even the accustomed, silent worshipers be absent, 
still the veiled Tabernacle and the red glimmering of the lamp 
witness a Presence which fills the place with warmth and life. We 
feel that it is a home, the home of Jesus in His sacramental life, 
and we can say with most solemn conviction, “How terrible is this 
place! This is no other but the house of God and the gate of 
heaven” (Gen. xxviii, 17). 
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The human mind, with all its imagination, can not rise to the 
height of these realities which God has prepared for His elect. Not 
only are human forms of religion without the Real Presence, but 
they can not rise to the conception of it. The idea of God dwelling 
in houses made with hands is too awful or too definite for them. 
They have not dared to pronounce the name Emmanuel; God is 
with us. Every year witnesses the birth of new religions. The 
founders of them have nothing to restrain them in inventing doc- 
trines and forms of worship; they can go as far as human pride and 
imagination will carry them! no extravagance is so great but num- 
bers of men are ready to swallow it, even in this enlightened age. 
But never in their wildest flights have religious inventors imagined 
themselves so great as to have God so nigh to them as our God is 
present to us. 

We can not but be conscious of the infinite distance which sepa- 
rates the Catholic Church from the sects; and of the infinite su- 
periority of the Church of the most holy Sacrament, even in the 
days of poverty, and smallness, and persecution, over those religions 
which have had the power of numbers, of wealth, and of the sword. 
The city on the hill, which has the Lamb for the light thereof, can 
look down from serene heights on all the world besides. We can 
afford to suffer patiently while we have God actually with us. The 
endurance of bigotry in all its forms is the price demanded of us 
for the wonderful privilege we enjoy. Whatever others may do or 
say against us, there is no room for angry recrimination. We can 
only pity them for the absence of God from their religions, and 
pray that they may yet one day arrive at the possession of Him in 
union with us. 

The union of all mankind in serving the one God, and seeking the 
same eternal home, is our hope, and is the hope of many besides 
ourselves. But we and they differ widely as to the way of its ac- 
complishment. They speak about comprehension and union on the 
basis of mutual concessions. Some look forward to all religions 
recognizing contradictory doctrines as equally true. Others talk 
of sinking what they call minor differences, and making compro- 
mises in belief, that is, of mixing up all truths and falsehoods, and 
making a compound that all will accept. In such plans the most 
ancient, the most powerful, the most widespread body of Christians 
can take no part. Between the Catholic Church and the sects there 
is a wide gulf which may not be so easily spanned. They stand on 
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one great common ground, and there is little to choose between 
them, for all alike are without the real presence of God-made man 
among them. Between the Real Presence and the real absence no 
compromise is possible. The Catholic Church welcomes to her 
fold all men who will accept her doctrines in their entirety; but she 
can never be so unfaithful to God as to abate one iota of the dignity 
and the glory which He has conferred on her by taking up His 
abode and setting His tabernacle in the midst of her. 

III. The possession of the most holy Sacrament is not only the 
special distinction, it is also the life of the Catholic Church, as the 
presence of God was with the earlier Church of Israel. 

1. Everything in the worship of the Church has reference to the 
one thing. The real presence of Jesus Christ is the source of all, 
and gives significance to all in the sacred liturgy. High Mass and 
Benediction, the vestments, and lights, and incense, the altars, the 
intricate carvings, the painted legends of the windows, the pictures 
on the walls, the overpowering solemnities of midnight Mass, of the 
services of Holy Week, of the processions of Corpus Christi—what 
do they all mean? This alone, that God approaches to us as to 
no others, that He really descends upon our altars and abides 
among men. Without this great central doctrine, all the pomp 
of religious ceremonies would be meaningless, mere empty form, 
histrionic show, ministering only to curiosity and vanity. We 
have often heard bitter criticism and ridicule of the imposing func- 
tions of the Catholic Church. They are censured as being an 
appeal to the lower faculties of unspiritual men, an unworthy 
attempt to overawe men through their material senses, and to create 
an artificial reverence. There would not be a word too much or 
too strong in these censures if our religion was as those others 
which do not enjoy the Real Presence. Catholics would be the first 
to despise the folly of gorgeous vestments, and thrilling music, 
and solemn actions, if they were employed only because they look 
nice and have a good effect. We may sometimes read of splendid 
functions in non-Catholic churches, imitations of our solemn bene- 
diction of the blessed Sacrament, with its outward accompaniments 
of lights and flowers, and banners, and vestments. We wonder 
what it was all about; we read on, and perhaps we find that the 
grand procession of ministers approached the communion table, 
incensed it, and retired. The mere outward husk of Catholicism! 
No Protestant can feel such scorn as Catholics do at pomp when it 
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is meaningless. In our case it is the spontaneous expression of 
awe at the most wonderful of mysteries. But where such pomp is 
an attempt to create an awful reverence when there is no doctrine 
that calls for it, it must result in unreality on one hand and irrever- 
ence on the other. 

A few decades ago Protestants used to boast of the simplicity 
and severity of their churches and their worship as compared with 
ours. They were right, too, from their point of view. Catholics 
will agree with them that churches built like barns, and decora- 
tions limited to whitewash, are the fitting surroundings of a 
worship from which the sacred humanity is absent. Some con- 
sistent congregations have given practical results to this feeling, 
and they have confessedly built meeting-houses adapted to the com- 
fort of the worshipers (if they may be called such), instead of 
buildings that suggest doctrines rejected by Protestants. There is 
no sanctuary; only a platform furnished like a study or a drawing- 
room. The minister comes on with umbrella, and wraps, and rub- 
bers, lays them aside in a corner, and commences his discourse. 
This is as it should be; where there is no Divine Presence nothing 
could be more rational. If it were not for the great doctrine that 
God is nigh to us as to no others, we, too, should have had a simple 
and bald form of worship taking place in meeting-houses or syna- 
gogues ; we should never have had our glorious liturgy, from which 
the separated sects have borrowed all that is devotional in their 
worship; and human talent would never have gained the inspira- 
tion which raised the incomparable cathedrals and abbeys of the 
Middle Ages. 

2. The blessed Sacrament it is that has given the Church her 
indefectible vitality. She is ever so weak, so unresisting, so sur- 
rounded by implacable, unscrupulous foes, so poorly defended by 
her own children. It is the greatest marvel in history how the 
Church has lived and flourished through so many ages, how she 
holds so many millions of wayward men in cheerful obedience and 
a unity not enforced. She has not grown antiquated with the 
progress of the centuries, nor become unfitted for her work. If 
some of her members have fallen into error and corruption, she 
has by her own inherent strength cast them forth, and has renewed 
her youth, like the eagle. While all else has passed away, she alone 
survives, the contemporary of the pagan Roman empire, the sole 
survivor of long-forgotten ages. According to the law that governs 
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all human things, she ought long ago to have gone the way of the 
Jewish synagogues and the empires of antiquity. Persecutions 
without and scandals within, open hostility and secret treachery, the 
seductions of the world and the progress of irreligious times would 
have caused the gates of hell to prevail against her, only that she 
has the secret of undying life. Outsiders speculate vainly as to that 
secret. Sometimes they speak of her “marvelous organization,” 
or of the tyranny that darkens the intellect and crushes freedom. 
The folly of such explanations! As a mere organization the 
Church can not compare with the War Department of an average 
great power, or even with a big railway. As for enslaving the 
intellect and the rest, such a thing is impossible, except in a limited 
country, isolated entirely from the world, closed against all knowl- 
edge and science, and dominated by a crushing physical force. Men 
in the great world of the present day are free, whatever may be 
said; and nothing but truth can permanently hold the intellect of 
millions. No; the secret of her life is that God is in the Church, 
invisibly to the outward eye, visibly to faith. The Church is like 
that mountain where the prophet lay hid; and his servant seeing the 
enemy surrounding it in arms, cried out that all was lost. But the 
prophet said, “Fear not; for there are more with us than with 
them. . . . And the Lord opened the eyes of the servant, and 
he saw; and behold the mountain was full of horses and chariots: of 
fire’ (IV Kings vi, 16,17). Jesus Christ has said to His Church: 
“Behold I am with you all days, even to the consummation of the 
world” (Matt. xxviii, 20). In this lowly tabernacle is a strength 
greater than that of armed empires, more lasting than civilizations, 
more stable than the mountains, and safer than the fixed stars from 
the destroying power of the world. Here is the Son of God reign- 
ing in majesty, girt round by myriads of the angelic host, working 
indeed gently, but ruling all things mightily. 

IV. The all-pervading life of the Church throbs in every mem- 
ber of that vast body. The real presence of the Son of God is the 
life of each individual as of the universal Church. Her great treas- 
ure is imparted in its entirety to everyone of us in holy Communion. 
Through the reception of the holy Eucharist we possess the spiritual 
life, and qualify ourselves for the life of glory. For Jesus has said: 
“Except you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
you shall not have life in you” (John vi, 54). 

By holy Communion we abide in Jesus and He in us, we are 
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united to the membership of the Church, we are joined in brother- 
hood with all the other members. Partaking of the same heavenly 
food and drink, we are filled with the same spirit of life, and we 
are enabled to live in a unity of faith and unity of charity, which 
is beyond the comprehension of the world and beyond its power to 
imitate. 

From the same sacred source comes our constant loyal attach- 
ment to the Church, and the absolute confidence we feel in her 
guidance. Upon her altars Jesus Christ is lifted up daily from the 
earth, and by that action He draws, as He promised, all hearts to 
Himself. The devotedness and the unity of Catholics, which are 
one element of the Church’s strength and life, are not the result of 
superstitious terror, nor of a crushing tyranny, nor of the glamour 
cast over their senses by the splendors of her worship, nor of brutal 
ignorance, nor of organization; but they arise from our faith in the 
actual presence of Jesus Christ with her alone, from our confidence 
in His promises, and from the influence of that sacred food which 
He has given us to eat. 

The blessed Sacrament also gives us strength to restrain the wild 
impulses of passion, to resist the temptations that belong to our 
state of life, and to stand firm against the spirit of the world. How- 
ever difficult the path may be, how many soever may have failed in 
it, the holy Sacrament is capable of leading us safely through all 
perils and habits of sin, and of bringing us to perfection. It is the 
secret of the divine virtues which so many have practised, of the 
glory they gave to God, of the edification given to men. The 
martyrs have been sustained in their torments, the teachers of the 
Church have been enlightened, the virgins have remained faithful 
to their high calling, through eating the flesh of the Son of Man. 
All that there is of spiritual life, of exalted virtue, is from the same 
source, and it is from thence that we shall receive the great gift of 
final perseverance. 

How great is the power, how magnificent the privileges thus 
opened to us! Surely we are highly favored by God in that we are 
called to a Church which offers us such treasures! Out of the hun- 
dreds of false religions which have misled such multitudes of men, 
there is not one “so great that hath gods so nigh to them as our God 
is present to us.” He is with us in our journey through the desert 
of this life. The most holy Sacrament is a pillar of cloud to us 
by day on account of the obscurity of faith; it is a pillar of fire to 
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us by night, helping us to see the path through the uncertainties, 
and errors, and unbelief of this world. May it ever go before us 
day and night, and may we persevere in following, till it leads us 
into the promised land. 
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X. THE HOLY MASS—A MEANS OF GRACE 
BY THE REV. G. LEE, C.S.SP. 


“Offer ye my oblation and my bread, and burnt sacrifice of most sweet 
odor, in their due season.”—Num. xxviii, 2. 


SYNOPSIS.—Holy influence of all sacrifice ordered by God; awfulness of 
His acceptance of our offering. Examples from Moses’ time, and from 
Solomon’s. Necessity of sacrifice in a race stained by sin; the Saviour a 
victim. Application of His Blood by continued sacrifice; our want of all 
our Masses; every grace through them. 

I. Holy Mass put us in right relations with God, by adequately satis- 
fying our fourfold obligation to Him: adoration, thanksgiving, satisfac- 
tion, supplication. Its ends correspond to our duties. Ends always 
worthily attained; duties meritoriously accomplished; then free, happy 
intercourse with our Creator. Confidence to do something ourselves when 
so much is done for us; rich in Christ and the Church, in sacrifice and 
altar. 

II. Mass disposes us to receive God’s blessings. Experience of 
changed dispositions in those who attend: improvements and transforma- 
tions otherwise unaccountable. Salutary effects of nearness to Our Lord; 
of His example, mysteries, life. Divine virtues moving and inspiring; 
charity, spirit of sacrifice, aloofness from sin, very ordinary fruits of 
assistance at Mass; hence remedy for struggling penitents. 

Conclusion.—Practical wisdom of taking part, as ordered, in the 
Lord’s constant oblation; joy of it, also, and consolation. Young con-~ 
vert’s enthusiastic piety toward the Mass. “Imitation’s” summary of tts 
effects. 


The sacrifices of the Old Law brought people very close to God. 
They were also marked by a great sense of the sacred solemnity of 
His worship. At times even miraculous intervention helped to 
emphasize the awfulness of having one’s offerings accepted by 
the Creator of all things. When Moses had consecrated Aaron and 
his sons, and they first began to sacrifice, “behold a fire, coming 
forth from the Lord, devoured the holocaust, and the fat that was 
upon the altar: which when the multitude saw, they praised the 
Lord, faliing on their faces” (Lev. ix, 24). When the wayfaring 
ark was finally brought to its resting place in Solomon’s new tem- 
ple, and Levite praise was resounding, “the house of God was filled 
with a cloud. Nor could the priests stand and minister by reason 
of the cloud. For the glory of the Lord had filled the house of 
God” (II Paral. v, 13). And there again, at the dedicatory obla- 
tion, “fire came down from heaven, and consumed the holocausts 
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and the victims: and the majesty of the Lord filled the house” (Ibid. 
vii, 1). Such things happened then and on similar occasions, though 
the victims and holocausts were mainly figurative, so great is always 
the action of man’s sacrificing to His God. 

By sacrifice, my brethren, is the human family saved. Satisfac- 
tion for the sin we had incurred, into which we had fallen, was to 
be made by expiation. Nothing indeed has been deeper in the 
religious consciousness of the race than its need of a Redeemer, 
of one who would buy it back at a painful ransom. This rescue 
from their evil plight, of His creatures to whom He had joined 
himself, was to give Him His name of the Saviour, of the Jesus 
who would save His people from their sins. That His Cross is the 
world’s salvation, the world’s only hope, is fundamental in Christian 
belief; for the revelation is that God so loved the world as to give 
His only-begotton Son—to be our victim, and that the Son spared 
not Himself, but endured the shame, dying that we might live. On 
Him the Father placed the iniquity of us all, and in His Blood are 
we washed from our sins. 

Now, as that first sacrifice of Himself on the Cross was infinitely 
salutary to mankind in general, so is His continued oblation on the 
altar endlessly beneficial to human souls individually. Sacrifice, 
being of the essence of religion, has, of course, to continue; and 
that an infinite sacrifice should be enduring, not replaced but effica- 
ciously renewed, is in the fitness of things or even in their very 
nature. Holy Mass is the continuation of Our Lord’s sacrificial 
offerings of himself; it is the application of all His merits to the 
souls of us His brethren. The Church insists on the oneness of the 
very different offerings; her doctrine makes plain that the original 
real shedding of the Blood of the Lamb and its commemorative 
mystic shedding are identical in excellence and import. Holy 
fathers and other saints are positive and pointed in their statements 
that the moral world as much needs day by day the many Masses 
for its preservation as it once needed for its purification the first 
great offering on Calvary. They affirm that God now bears the 
clamor of sin because only of the voice from the altar, the voice 
of the Blood that speaks better than that of Abel, as of old He en- 
dured the sight of universal iniquity by looking on the face of His 
Christ, of the Lamb slain from the beginning of the world. 

How, my brethren, mercy and grace are constantly coming to 
everyone of us, in proportion to our share in the daily sacrifice of 
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the Mass, we have now to consider ; and we may group our thoughts 
under two heads: The holy Sacrifice puts us in right relation with 
God ; and it disposes us to receive His blessings. 

I. First, the Mass puts us in right relations with our God.- You 
know, my brethren, that we are God’s creatures, and that, though 
He made us very good, we have made ourselves very evil, and sin- 
ful, and miserable. As His creatures we have absolutely imperative 
duties toward Him, duties of great scope and weight. They are 
duties so prescribed by right and justice, so simply obligatory that 
there can be no question of His dispensing with their fulfilment. 
If they are not fulfilled we are not well with Him, and our condi- 
tion is not only unsatisfactory but darkly perilous. Yet, left to 
ourselves, we would never acquit these obligations, we would never 
furnish anything that could be taken as an equivalent of our bounden 
service. Adoration worthy of God is demanded of us, and a thanks- 
giving proportioned to His countless most precious benefits. Im- 
petration also we should make in accordance with our great multi- 
tudinous needs, and, still more rigorously, satisfaction to the full 
extent of our outrages on the divine Majesty. In all these things 
we fail; neither our worship nor our giving of thanks, neither our 
supplication nor our expiation, can be regarded as in any degree 
adequate. And here it is that holy Mass comes in seasonable relief, 
comes opportunely to supply for our deficiency. The very ends for 
which it is offered correspond exactly to our obligations. It makes 
worthy acknowledgment of God’s supreme right to worship because 
of His sovereignty, and of His right to highest praise because of 
His benefactions, while it also puts up the unspeakable groanings 
that befit our fearful wants and perils, as well as the acceptable 
appeasings that turn away wrath from our ever-recurring pre- 
varications. 

That such are the ends of holy Mass and that it attains them, you, 
my brethren, must be fully aware. The matter is one to be recalled 
as often as you assist at this great act of religion. You should 
always say—as probably you do—that you offer the Mass for the 
ends for which it was instituted ; and you learned in your Catechism 
that these ends are: to give God honor and glory, to thank Him 
for His benefits, to obtain forgiveness of our sins, and all other 
graces and blessings, through Jesus Christ Our Lord. But what 
I want at present to make clear to you is the fact that your share 
in the fruits of the Mass can always put you individually in good 
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standing with God, in free intercourse with Him, in the way of His 
abounding grace. There is no Mass said anywhere, or at any hour, 
in which you may not have a part—by union of intention, by mental 
offering, by catholicity of piety. You have a particular and de- 
termined part in the many Masses at which you actually assist, 
which you really join with the priest in offering ; and you can have 
your own special part in the occasional Masses which you cause to 
be said for you and for your interests. All these participations in 
so great, so absolutely divine an action, give you a sort of footing 
in heaven, in the court of the King of Glory, who is thus worthily 
served and honored. 

Now this footing of good service renders you free, even in- 
fluential, in your relations with your Creator and Redeemer. You 
are enabled to approach with confidence to the throne of mercy. 
Yet in the sentiment generated there is nothing of presumption with 
God ; there is just a sense of having sacred obligations and of being 
blessed in Christ Our Lord and in His Church with the means of 
meeting them. This humble trust is good. The effect of falling 
hopelessly behind our obligations is demoralizing; the effect of 
knowingly keeping up with them is steadily inspiring. When 
men see their main duties unfulfilled, they easily abandon minor 
ones, as though they loved the pusillanimity of letting all go because 
much has already been lost. But keep them fairly up to the standard 
of their profession, and they continue exercising their powers and 
profiting by their opportunities. Christians who understand how 
God is worshiped in their name by the ceaseless offering of the 
“clean oblation” of this His “bread and holocaust of most sweet 
odor,” will more bravely persevere in His service; their confident 
assiduity in religious practise, especially in prayer and penance, will 
grow with their sense of the value of the impetration and expiation 
ever arising in their behalf from the altars of the Catholic Church. 

You are rich, my brethren, in the holy Mass: know your wealth 
and use it. By Our Lord’s generosity your condition is one of 
affluence, for truly fat is your oblation: be, then, neither sordid, 
nor groveling, nor unproductive. He makes your relations good 
with His Father; He is your perpetual peaceoffering, your “sacri- 
fice of praise,’ your “sacrifice of justice”; He lives to make inter- 
cession for you. Arise, therefore, to the height of your position; 
maintain your wondrous privileges, and be not as if you were left, 
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like the heavily punished Hebrews, sine sacrificio, sine altare, with- 
out sacrifice, without altar. 

II. That holy Mass disposes us individually to receive God’s 
blessings is a second truth to be considered. The fact of its doing 
so is a matter of very common experience. Wholly different are 
often a soul’s sentiments at Mass and after it from what they were 
before. The improvement is at times quite strikingly evident, no 
other cause than the grace of the sacrifice being at all allegeable. 
People go to Mass timid and tepid; they come back strong and 
fervent. They go with little disposition to forgive offenses, with a 
vague rancor of resentment that saddens and darkens their minds 
as well as endangering their souls; they come away lighthearted, 
scarcely seeing anything there is to forgive, and overflowing with 
good will to all their fellow-creatures. How angelic are often the 
shining countenances, how joyously genial the words and gestures 
of the outpouring Catholic congregation! Most of all is there in 
the secret individual hearts of the worshipers a new or an increased 
fixity of determination to be faithful to duty and to God. Even the 
ordinary Sunday Mass, the obligatory assistance at the holy Sacri- 
fice on the Lord’s Day, is commonly sufficient to keep a life in 
habitual direction toward heaven. At least, it is the experience of 
priests that men and women who never commit the sin of missing 
Mass are easily disposed for a good reception of the Sacraments, 
most easily disposed for a happy death. But it is the devotional, 
the frequent or daily assistance at the holy Sacrifice that makes 
most manifest its power of converting and sanctifying, of giving 
and increasing divine grace. Sinful habits are seldom able to with- 
stand the pervadingly sacred influence of daily Mass. Temptations, 
even the strongest or the most insidious, lose force and malignity 
in the grace-laden air of the temple of sacrifice. Inspirations are 
more readily heard, resolutions are more courageously maintained, 
vocations are more heroically followed, by those whose assistance is 
frequent at the celebration of these divine mysteries. 

Why exactly the Mass should produce in individual souls such 
very salutary results, you may not, my brethren, care to question, 
the fact that it does so being enough for you. There is, however, 
a utility in looking into the matter, for the more you know of this 
sacrifice the more you will appreciate and frequent it. First, then, 
the nearness to Our Lord may be taken as a great cause of grace. 
As in the days of His ministry, virtue still goes out from Him; 
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and here He is Himself, here explicitly for our healing and salva- 
tion. Moreover, His human life, with its beautifully attractive con- 
descensions and mysteries, is brought again fresh before us. All 
His Incarnation, all His Passion is displayed. We are with Him at 
Bethlehem and Nazareth, in the desert, by the lake, up the mountain- 
side. We are with Him in His teaching and miracles, in His 
labors and kindnesses. Most particularly are we with Him in the 
loving Last Supper and the painful way of the Cross. We hurry 
on to Calvary and up its steep ascent; and there we take our stand, 
with His mother and His faithful friends, where He, our life, is 
hanging before our eyes, and His Blood, the Blood of our redemp- 
tion, is dropping and trickling down. What possibility is there 
that a believing participation in tragic sanctities of this kind should 
leave us unimpressed? that the witnessing of virtues so divinely 
human should leave us unchanged? The spirit of sacrifice passes 
into us, and that is the very essence of our religion. He, our Jesus, 
is suffering: we want to suffer too—at least we want not to refuse 
the small pains that come our way. He is offered to His Father’s 
glory: why not we also? He is sacrificed for sin: shall not we be 
sacrificed to its avoidance, bearing everything rather than renew it, 
as that would be renewing His death, which was its consequence? 

So the holy Mass impels us, being, as it is, the enacted charity 
of Christ. The lowliness of His victim condition confounds our 
pride; His adorable submission to the will of others, through love 
of His Father’s will, makes us willing to obey; His tenderly con- 
suming affection makes us soft-hearted and pure-hearted. The 
strong joy of sacrifice is also radiating from the altar; and so we 
come away in gladsome energy, ready to smile at difficulties and 
to shoulder our daily cross. 

In this connection, it is most desirable, my brethren, that you 
mark a specially important disposition which almost always comes 
of devotion to Mass and Mass-hearing: I mean the determination 
to have done with mortal sin. Frequent Mass-goers are enemies 
of mortal sin—which is another way of saying that they are friertds 
of God and lovers of souls. It is not that those who often assist at 
the holy Sacrifice may not sometimes fall: they may; yet the likeli- 
hood of such a misfortune goes on diminishing, or even quickly 
vanishes. And the point to be particularly noted is that sinners 
who really relapse have not done all they should do to persevere, 
till they have tried the frequent hearing of Mass. Men sometimes 
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say they have tried, have prayed, etc., and yet have been overcome 
by the old temptation. We might well ask them whether they took 
this convenient, easy, most efficacious way of having recourse to the 
altar. I am not speaking now of the Communion of the Lord’s 
Body—the sovereign remedy—but of the simple, free assistance at 
the offering of that Body. To the ancient servants of God recourse 
to sacrifice seemed the first thought when trial and danger arose; 
why should the same way not occur to us whose oblation is infinitely 
more valuable? And, indeed, we can hardly have failed to notice 
how often in Christian times, in quite modern days, the great re- 
turns to God, the changes in character and life that may be called 
changes of the right hand of the Most High, have occurred in con- 
nection with holy Mass. By it especially are such changes rendered 
permanent and fruitful. So that men are still saved by sacrifice, 
as well in persevering conversion as in justifying redemption. 

Conclude, my brethren, to be practical in your fulfilment of the 
Lord’s order to all His people to offer His oblation in due season. 
The due season, according to prophecy, is at all hours, from the 
rising of the sun to the going down thereof in every piace (Mal. i, 
11); but your specially due season may be when your soul’s needs 
are sharpest or its desires are strongest to worship its Creator. The 
grace you want is always welling up from the Mass as from a deep 
inexhaustible source. Take delight, too, in assisting intelligently 
at so grand a function of your religion. Newman’s young convert 
was striking the true note both of Catholic belief and Catholic piety 
when he exclaimed: “To me nothing is so consoling, so piercing, so 
thrilling, so overcoming, as the Mass, said as it is among us. I 
could attend Masses forever, and not be tired. It is not a mere form 
of words, it is a great action, the greatest action that can be on 
earth. It is not the invocation merely, but, if I dare use the word, 
the evocation of the Eternal. He becomes present on the altar in 
flesh and blood, before whom angels bow and devils tremble. This 
is that awful event which is the scope, and is the interpretation, of 
every part of the solemnity” (Loss and Gain, p. 327). 

Such be your sentiments, my brethren; and encourage yourselves 
to very frequent Mass-going by the reflection that what the “Imita- 
tion” says of the priest who celebrates is, in its measure, true of you 
who assist: you honor God, you rejoice the angels, you edify the 
Church, vou help the living, you obtain rest for the dead, and you 
make yourselves partakers of all that is good. 




















THE ROSARY 


CONFERENCES FOR SODALITIES B. V. M. 


BY THE REV. M. J. FRINGS 


III. THe Power or THE Rosary. 


_ “Lo, here is the sword of Goliath. . . . There is none like that, give 
it me.”—I Kings xxi, 9. 


SYNOPSIS.—David, with God’s assistance, his only weapon a pebble, slew 
the giant. God gives us, as our weapon, the rosary. This has 
proven efficacious in the battles of the Church against heretics and 
heathen armies. Examples: Albigenses; Turks at Lepanto and Bel- 
grade; many epidemics abated or averted by the power of the rosary. 
This devotion is just as powerful for the individual and for the family. 

God has shown us that He wishes many to co-operate with the 
Church and with the Christian in their fight for faith and salvation. 
Let all use this weapon. 


My dear brethren, in the first book of Kings we read how the 
Philistines went forth to battle against the Israelites. The Philis- 
tines arrayed their forces on a mountain, and the Israelites occu- 
pied a mountain on the opposite side, so that the valley was between 
them. Then there went out from the hordes of the Philistines a 
man named Goliath, a giant of enormous strength, who challenged 
the Israelites to let one of their men fight him hand to hand, the 
result of this contest to decide the victory or defeat of either army. 
A youth named David, inspired and urged by the spirit of God, 
went forth with a few smooth stones and a sling to meet this Philis- 
tine, and as Goliath rushed toward him David cast the stones with 
the sling and struck the Philistine in the forehead, and he fell upon 
his face to the earth. David then ran and stood over the Philistine 
and took his sword and slew him. Israel thus gained the victory 
over the Philistines. But when for this victory exceeding praise 
was given to David, King Saul became angry and sought the life 
of the youthful hero. In his flight David came to Nobe. Not 
having any weapon, he said to the high priest Achimelech: “Hast 
thou here at hand a spear or a sword?” The high priest answered: 
“Lo, here is the sword of Goliath, whom thou slewest in the valley 
of Terebinth, if thou wilt take this, for there is no other but this.” 
And David said, “There is none like that, give it me.” 

These last words, which I have made the text for my address 
to-day, we may fitly apply to the holy rosary. For the rosary has 
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ever since its origin proven itself a conquering weapon for the 
Church, as also well as for the individual Christian, against the 
most powerful enemies of God and of His Church. Let us con- 
sider the fact for the greater glory of God and of the Queen of the 
rosary. 

Since the introduction of the rosary by St. Dominic, for more 
than six hundred years therefore, the great victories of Christianity 
against the many and ferocious enemies of the Church are ascribed 
to the devotion of the rosary. The Church has at all times had 
enemies, who with all their power and in all their evil ways have 
opposed and persecuted her. Nor is this surprising. Ever sinée 
Satan succeeded in beguiling our first parents into sin, he has 
continued to sow dissention among mankind. Beginning with Cain 
and Abel, there have been children of God who obeyed God’s com- 
mandments, and, on the other hand, children of Satan, as holy 
Scripture calls them, who seek their salvation in the pleasures of 
this life. Since the time of Cain and Abel, mankind has been split 
into two divisions, one seeking the kingdom of God, the other the 
kingdom of the world, the kingdom of Satan. 

When our Saviour conquered Satan He left him power over 
those who make themselves slaves to the sensual pleasures, and 
thus there exists an evil force against the Church, and it will exist 
to the end of time. This is a fact that we must keep in view in 
order to fully understand and judge the conditions. The realm 
of darkness, Satan’s realm, stands opposed to the realm of Christ. 
Satan and his adherents carry on the warfare against the Church of 
Christ, as they assaulted Christ Himself. “As they have persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you,” so did Christ prophecy. 

The Church of Christ demands the subjection of the flesh; she 
preaches against luxury, pride and selfishness. She preaches chastity 
and submission to the commandments of God; she preaches penance 
alike to those of high and low station in life. This angers all those 
who would indulge in the evil things of this world. They cry: 
“Let us break her bonds asunder; and let us cast away her yoke 
from us.” But as Christ foretold the persecution of His Church, 
so He also foretold that the gates of hell would not prevail against 
her. The Church of God will in due time conquer all her enemies, 
some will be converted, while others who are obstinate will perish 
in the battle. In all these battles and victories of the Church, Mary, 
blessed mother of her divine Founder, co-operates with the Church 
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through her intercession. Mary was already spoken of in paradise 
as the one who would come to tread upon the head of the serpent, 
the spirit of darkness. This she has done by becoming the mother 
of God, by bringing forth the Redeemer. And as Jesus through 
Mary’s co-operation came into this world, so He desires her co- 
operation in ruling the world. The history of the contests and 
victories of the Church verify this throughout the centuries. 

The evil spirit has a twofold weapon with which he assails and 
combats God’s Church; namely, the godless rulers of the world and 
heresy. Through the godless authorities of the world Satan has 
endeavored since the beginning to crush the Church; through 
heresy he attempts to destroy the Church by internal dissension. 
Both weapons are used together, for heresy and calumny can not 
prevail without substantial support, and heretics seek worldly power 
and assistance. On every page of Church history we find recorded 
the clashes planned by these evil forces, from which the Church 
always came out not conquered, but a conqueror. 

The history of the veneration of Mary tells us that the Blessed 
Virgin Mary helped to win these victories. During the early times, 
when fierce battles against the Church were raging, bishops and 
priests knew of no more efficacious means to avert these dangers 
than to exhort the faithful to pray to the Blessed Virgin. Thus 
we read in history that the holy bishops and martyrs Ignatius and 
Irenaeus did this in the second century, and in the third century it 
was Pope Calixtus who advised the faithful to take refuge with 
the Blessed Virgin in time of persecution of the Church. And so 
on through all Christian times. 

Since the introduction of the rosary by St. Dominic all great 
victories have been credited to the devotion of the rosary. The 
first great conquest of the Church effected by the rosary was the 
victory over the Albigenses, who had spread heresy in southern 
France and had caused great havoc in Church and State. 

St. Bernard complained in those times: “The churches are empty, 
the people without priests, the Sacraments without reverence. Peo- 
ple on their deathbed refuse the assistance of the Church, ridicule 
penance.” 

How the weapon with which this heresy was conquered was the 
rosary we have related in a previous sermon. This was the first 
glorious victory through the devotion of the rosary. It was 
the sword with which the Church slew the proud Goliath of heresy. 
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Another wonderful victory through this miraculous weapon of 
Christianity was the defeat of the Turkish navy at Lepanto, on 
October 7, 1571. The so-called reformation, of which Martin 
Luther was the originator, had spread over the whole of Europe, 
bringing in its trail destruction, dissension and war. The Turks, 
who had long thirsted for vengeance upon the Christians, found 
conditions favorable for their plans. They gathered all their 
forces to assail the Christian lands. The princes of Europe were 
either indifferent, or were besieged with difficulties in their own 
lands, and Luther even said he preferred the Turks to the papacy. 
Pope Pius V alone realized the great danger that threatened Chris- 
tianity, and he called upon the Christian people to defend country 
and Church against the common enemy. 

The Christian forces which could be assembled were very small 
compared with those of the Turks. Nevertheless Pius V knew of 
another power which he realized would be a mighty ally. With all 
his energy he exhorted his people to implore the Blessed Virgin 
and glorious Queen of heaven, through the rosary, to come to the 
assistance of the Christian army. It was, as Leo XIII said in his 
commendation of the rosary, an ennobling sight, which drew the 
eyes of the whole world; on one side, not far from the Corinthian 
Sea, the Christians prepared to sacrifice life for religion and coun- 
try; while gathered on the other side, imploring through the rosary 
Mary’s assistance for the fighting Christians, were many Christians 
unable to take up arms. 

The small army of Christians attacking the great force of the 
Turkish fleet was an undertaking similar to the assault of David 
upon the giant Goliath. On October 7, 1571, the deciding battle 
was fought, in the Bay of Lepanto. The battle raged from six 
o’clock in the morning until six o’clock at night. It was one of the 
most terrific battles ever fought. And, lo! in the evening, toward 
six o’clock, the battle ended in the victory of the Christians over 
their powerful enemy. This wonderful victory of the Christians 
was undoubtedly due to the assistance of the Blessed Virgin. Pope 
Pius V so declared, and in memory of this wonderful achievement 
he added to the litany of the Blessed Virgin the supplication: “Help 
of Christians, pray for us!” He also ordained that the anniversary 
of this victory be celebrated as the feast of “Our Lady of Victory,” 
which Gregory XIII subsequently styled the “Feast of the Rosary.” 

In the annals of the Church there is another great victory 
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over the Turks recorded which once more demonstrated the power 
of the rosary. It was the great victory in the campaign against 
the Turks at the beginning of the eighteenth century. 

After the Turks had been defeated at sea, they endeavored to 
conquer on land. They forced their way to Hungary, and had 
taken possession of eight provinces, when Emperor Charles VII 
sent an army against them under the command of Prince Eugene. 
This army was composed of only seventy thousand men. With 
this meager force Prince Eugene defeated two hundred thousand 
Turks and laid siege to Belgrade, their stronghold. 

Prince Eugene, before engaging the enemy, implored the help of 
the Blessed Virgin, through the rosary, and then with confidence in 
God’s assistance went to battle and to glorious victory. Thirty thou- 
sand Turks were slain on the battlefield; the others fled. The 
rosary again had won the victory, and on the feast day of the 
Blessed Virgin. 

In the same manner as the rosary was a successful weapon 
against heretics and other enemies of the Church, it has demon- 
strated its wonderful efficiency in individual cases of stress, and 
of such I will mention a few instances. In the year 1578 a fearful 
epidemic devastated the city of Pavia. The terrified people made 
a public vow to build a chapel to our Blessed Lady of the Rosary 
if the epidemic would cease. And the very day the vow was made 
the epidemic did abate. A similar case happened in Cologne, where 
people were saved from an epidemic after such a vow had been 
made. That cases like these are innumerable is manifested by the 
many chapels built as a result of such vows, and by the votive tablets 
in pilgrimage churches dedicated to Mary. Sight is restored to the 
blind, hearing to the deaf, speech to the dumb, the use of their 
limbs to the crippled, diseases of all kind are cured, by invoking 
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin by means of the devotion of 
the rosary. 

The conversion of a hardened sinner is, after all, a greater miracle 
than all cures of disease. And such conversions to this day are 
as numerous as they were at the time the rosary was introduced. 
Entire nations, provinces and cities have been converted to God 
through his devotion. Blessed John, a companion of St. Dominic, 
wrote a book about the miraculous power of the rosary. The 
blessed Alanus de la Roche tells of a bishop, in whose diocese 
morality was decadent, who finally took up the devotion to the 
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rosary, explained it to his people, prayed it with them, and had 
it introduced in all parishes. Soon the people abandoned their 
evil ways. 

St. Clement Hofbauer assures us: “When I am called to a sick 
man of whom I know that he is averse to making his peace with 
God, on the way I pray my rosary, and when I reach him I am 
sure to find him desirous to receive the Sacraments.” 

The holy doctor Alphonsus of Liguori relates from his experi- 
ence: “The walls of Jericho did not collapse more quickly at the 
trumpet call of Josue than false teachings disappear after the 
earnest praying of the rosary. The swimming pool of Jerusalem 
was not as healing for the bodily sick as the rosary is as remedy 
for the spiritually diseased.” 

These few examples, to which I could add hundreds of other 
similar instances, prove the miraculous efficacy of the rosary. Oh, 
that all Christians would grasp this weapon to attack and conquer 
all enemies of Church and soul! 

Great dangers threaten the spiritual weal of the individual, family 
and community. Let us, then, arise and grasp the mighty sword 
which is like to none, the holy rosary, and let us attack with it the 
Goliath of our times, corruption and godlessness. As David cour- 
ageously met the enemy of Israel with the humble sling in his hand 
and conquered because God was with him, so let us face the enemies 
of Christendom and of our salvation, with the humble wreath of the 
rosary in our hands, and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin will 
secure for us God’s grace and assistance, and with God to fight our 
battles, who will do us harm? Amen! 
























DUTY 
TWELVE ADDRESSES TO YOUNG MEN 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM GRAHAM 


III. Conpitions or Duty 


To-day, I propose to speak of the conditions required for duty. 
Let me frankly say that I speak of duty in the full, round, Catholic 
sense of the term. I am not speaking to pagans, or even university 
scholars, but good believing Christians. Duty is good conduct, tlfe 
soul of life, and not culture, which is merely varnish. No doubt 
man is born a moral, i. e., dutiful, just as he is born an intelligent 
being, and more or less conducts himself as such; yet the theory 
and practise of duty that go to the roots of conduct are found only 
in Christian ethics. Away from religion, it is a mere wreck. To 
divorce duty from God is pulling it up by the roots. When it will 
wither and die is only a question of time. Christ as man even was 
admittedly the world’s greatest moralist, and He has put morals, 
1. e., duty, under the care and guardianship of the Church. In mat- 
ters of conduct, she is the high court of appeal, as well as in those 
of faith. 

And happily so, because to judge of recent contributions to moral 
science, the world is going back rather than forward. 

Just as Christ came to perfect, not to destroy, the law, so has He 


_elevated and spiritualized the natural elements of duty taught by 


reason. The old Greek and Roman moralists were, and are, our 
pedagogues leading to Christ. They drew nearer, immeasurably 
nearer, the divine fountains of duty in Him, than those who boast 
to-day of founding a school independent of “God and His Christ.” 

Unaided human reason fails to teach even, and much less enable 
man to live up to, the standard of duty to which he aspires. He is, 
therefore, naturally supernatural—a state for which he was destined, 
and in which our faith tells us he was created. Hence we put down 
grace as a necessary condition for fulfilling one’s Christian duty. 
Light, liberty and grace are thus the three necessary conditions for 
duty on its practical side. Grace, so far from destroying nature 
or reason, perfects it, braces and tones it up. 

I. Before touching on these conditions it may be helpful to 
remind you that the matter of duty is human acts, 7. ¢., acts that are 
personal—our very own—and for which we are responsible. Man 
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is the only creature on earth, that is a person, which means that 
he is intelligent, self-conscious, self-centered. He alone cay say 
or think J and mine. He is said to possess himself—to be his own 
master. He can call his powers and capacities his own, and acquire 
other things that he calls his property ; have the use of personal and 
possessive pronouns in all languages. Things and animals are not 
persons; they are only chattels. They have no sense of duty, nor 
can they have—except by a figure of speech.. They are irrespons- 
ible, and have neither rights nor duties. What we call the rights 
of animals, and our duties toward them, mean that we are bound 
not to abuse the creatures of God, or turn to evil purposes the su- 
preme dominion He gave us over the rest of creation. Cruelty to 
animals does not cease to be a sin on our part because animals are 
not persons and have no rights or claims on us. This cruelty is, on 
our part, a breach of the duty we owe to God, and therefore a sin— 
a gross, unmanly sin of cruelty to a helpless, albeit irrational. 
creature. 

This capacity of possession gives a man personal rights that may 
be either inherited or acquired. Duty is the correlative of right. 
As every man is born into certain personal rights, and acquires 
fresh ones in the way of property or otherwise in the course of 
living, these rights of his impose on everybody else the correspond- 
ing duty of respecting them and leaving him in full possession of 
them. As everyone has rights, so has everyone corresponding 
duties. Rights imply duties except in the case of almighty God. 
The great cardinal virtue of justice is the assigning to each one 
his rights and duties. Duty is, therefore, a form of justice—a giving 
each person what is due, what we owe him. Hence we aptly call 
duty a debt that in justice we are bound to pay; and if we don’t, we 
are consequently unjust. A man who does his duty all round is 
therefore a just and righteous man—a saint in the full sense of the 
term. But, as in the complex life we now lead, duty is a tangled 
web of obligation, often opposed to passion and self-interest, than 
which nothing is more blinding, we need, as a condition of duty, 
light, and great light. 

We can not, or rather wil] not, do what is right, unless we see 
it to be right, and without light we can not see, or what, in the mat- 
ter of duty, is the same thing, know. Hence we speak of the light 
of reason or of faith as an essential condition of duty. What it is 
and whence it springs is not our purpose here to determine. All we 
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want to impress on you is that without this strange light of knowl- 
edge duty would be impossible, and, indeed, man would not be man. 
Let the world cease to be flooded with light and forthwith life, 
movement, energy cease. Light is the world’s soul. So in the 
inoral order the soul is bathed in light, making clear to even the 
most degraded human beings the difference between right and 
wrong, good and evil. Through it duty in rude outline at least is 
seen and felt by all. The universal sense of sin that oppresses all 
evil-doers is witness to the universal light or knowledge of duty, 
of which sin is the breach. 

There is no part of the earth’s surface that escapes the light. 
The sun shines for long periods even over its poles; and in his 
absence other sources of light take his place. In the world of 
duty, likewise, there is ever shining on men’s souls the mystic light 
of reason, or faith, that enables every normal person in possession 
of his faculties to say, I see clearly enough that I ought to do what 
is right—i. e., I ought to do my duty. 

We may compare the two great sources of this divinely spiritual 
light to the sun and moon, that in turn rule the sky, day and night. 

The light needful to know what we have to do in the way of 
duty may vary in measure and intensity, but is never altogether 
absent from any healthy mind. As I said, the most degraded 
nations have an idea of duty, calling some actions good, others bad; 
one character or line of conduct right and straight, another wrong; 
thus showing the presence of this all-pervading, needful light. 
Though there may be, and are, various degrees of it; yet there is 
not, and never will be, total absence. It is the light “that enlighteneth 
every man who cometh into this world.” The material world, with 
its living freight, would not probably survive the extinction of all 
light for a single day—no more would the moral world the sup- 
pression of light of duty. Ordered life would cease and earth would 
become a pandemonium or a hell. 

II. The next postulate of duty is liberty. An act of duty is 
what is technically called a “human act,” 7. ¢., an act for which 
he is responsible, an act that he is free to do or omit, and of which 
freedom, therefore, is a necessary element. Men are never praised 
or blamed for doing what they can not help; but they are for doing 
their duty, or leaving it undone; thus showing that they are free. 
In popular language, we speak of forcing people to do their duty, 
but if force does not mean persuasion then the result is not duty 
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at all; it is no more than mere mechanical movement, the husk and 
matter of duty without the soul. As well speak of forcing a steam 
engine to do its duty because we make it move. Duty is necessarily 
free service. Otherwise it is only forced movement. An act done 
under compulsion can not be an act of duty, for the very reason 
that it is not free. Liberty is of the essence of duty. 

Hence beasts have no duties because they are not free agents. 
We force them to work, but to speak of them doing their duty 
except as a metaphor is absurd. Though free in their movements, 
and thus not under compulsion, they are yet irresistibly urged to 
act as they do under the impulse of instincts they can not resist. 
Passion in them is not subject to control as in us. They are its 
slaves, while we are, or ought to be, its masters. We are aware 
of the double element of necessity and freedom within us, certain 
functions of soul and body that go on independently of our will, 
others that we freely determine, and among them all acts of duty. 

God frames and rules His creatures according to their nature, 
rigidly and fixedly in the domain of matter. Without constraint, yet 
necessarily by compelling instinct, in living irrational creatures; 
freely, in conscious, intelligent, self-determining agents. These last 
alone are capable of duty. Many, no doubt, deny us real freedom, 
saying we are only self-adjusting machines, like clocks or watches. 
We sway, or swing, in any particular direction under the irresist- 
ible force of determining motives, and, in truth, are no more free 
than a balance spring or pendulum. But all this is gratuitous 
sophistry that a little reflection soon dissipates. In going through 
acts of duty we feel that we are acting under a full sense of freedom 
and personal responsibility, without which indeed duty were an 
empty sound. Whatsoever the weight of motive, or force, or im- 
pulse, we all realize in the depth of our own consciousness—the facts 
of which are to us, in matters of truth, the last tribunal of appeal— 
we feel, I repeat, that we are quite free to do or leave undone, to 
determine on a course of action or refrain even under pressure of 
the weightiest motives. We are free in the selection of the motives 
that determine our action. We choose, no doubt, under pressure 
of what we call the strongest motive; but we know very well that 
we are free all the time. Duty, as we understand the term, would 
be inconceivable without liberty. We excuse thieving and killing in 
babies, idiots and the insane, because they are not free, they are 
incapable of crime thereby, like animals; but the liar, the forger, 
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and the burglar we condemn because they can avoid, if they choose, 
the gross breaches of duty that label them what they are. 

That man is a free agent, both within and without the sphere of 
duty, ever is and ever will be the unbroken belief of the race. It is 
as deeply imbedded in language, law and custom as gold in the rock. 
No theory of moral necessity has ever held its own in the world of 
thought, or has ever been professed, much less acted on, by its 
adherents, outside their own studies. Like abstract scepticism, de- 
termination is a mere paper theory. 

But men are so merged in matter, their gaze is so fixed on nature 
and her stern, unbending laws that they hardly cast a thought on 
the moral and spiritual world around them, wherein God rules and 
reigns over free subjects by morally binding laws that they ought 
to observe, yet may or may not obscure. This is the great world of 
service faithful and free, i. e., of true and earnest duty. 

In few, if any, treatises on ethics nowadays do we find any men- 
tion of grace as a necessary factor of duty, yet it is the factor. God 
is not alluded to in books of science to-day; yet if divine action and 
influence in the material universe that science deals with were with- 
drawn for an instant, it would instantaneously perish. He is the 
mainstay of all that is, but more especially in the moral and spiritual 
order. Both “to will and to act” are His, and “without His aid,” 
1. e., His grace, “we can do nothing.” What we ought to do, 
and in duty are bound to do, that with the grace, and only with the 
grace, of God we can do. Even scientifically ethics more than any 
other branch of knowledge has its roots in theology. It finds the 
basis of duty in God seeing the need of order in conduct, and will- 
ing and commanding us to observe it. Duty in the full sense of the 
word—duty, I mean, that does not rest in the mere outward body 
of moral action, but goes down to intention, to motive, the very 
soul of conduct, is the joint effect of grace and free will. No doubt 
we are naturally good; we find within us a love of the ideal, an 
inborn approval of righteousness as opposed to wickedness; still 
we were stricken in the fall. Man is like a wounded bird, made to 
fly, but forced to hop and tumble over the ground. He can no 
longer raise himself above the earth without help from on high. 
Duty is a gigantic task if carried out fully, and overtaxes the powers 
of unaided nature. It is like trying to meet a huge debt with noth- 
ing or next to nothing in the till. Duty with us is not narrowed 
down to mere outward good conduct, or, at best, a fulfilment of the 
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claims of natural justice. So far from being distinct from religion, 
it covers the same practical ground as religion. It is whole-souled 
service. It has not dwindled into a branch of human law, but, under 
the guidance of the Church, has expanded into a great tree. It no 
longer deals with the body of conduct, but the soul also. It sur- 
veys the whole field of the heart. 

Three nations have made their mark in history and given shape 
to actual life, the Greek, the Roman and the Jewish. All three had 
lofty notions of duty—but duty based on widely different motives. 
The Roman grounded duty on law and force, the Greek on culture, 
the Jew, or Hebrew, on God. Rome, once strong, just and so far 
dutiful, sank to a mere name. The only idea of duty we inherit 
from her is blind, enforced obedience to law. It is cold and lifeless, 
effectual only when backed by material force. To Greece we owe 
an ideal of duty, based on culture, but, alas! it is an ideal that saved 
neither herself nor her imitators from the most debasing sensuality. 
Refinement and education are but veneer and enamel. They often 
serve but to cloak the base material underneath. Culture trains the 
head, but leaves the heart and will, seat and center of duty, un- 
cleansed. Judea, on the other hand, in and through Christ the 
Messias, has given us the loftiest and noblest idea of duty the 
world ever received—a view of duty that permeates the whole 
moral being—that makes the true liver and doer, that makes all 
men who rise to it pure, upright, transparently truthful to the 
inmost recesses of the heart. Old Rome was masterful, Greece in- 
tellectual, Palestine, or rather the Church, the outcome of Judaism, 
spiritual. 

Christ by the grace He has won for us, the light wherewith He 
has enlightened us, and the liberty of the children of God, which 
He has purchased for us, has put new life into duty, or the moral 
law, He has made its observance possible and feasible. From a 
dead and lifeless theory duty, under His magic touch, has grown 
up into a living force. From a mere department of human law, 
it has become glowing, vital, personal conduct. 

Duty elevated and sanctified by grace is no longer a mere affair 
of correct behavior, a code of rules, written in a book or traced in 
brass and stone, cold, lifeless and motionless—but engraven on the 
the heart, vivified by the spirit of God—it brings us into close per- 
sonal union with the living God, making us His true children. 
“Whosoever are led by the spirit of God they are the sons of God.” 














246 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 

In conclusion, then, hold as a life-long principle that man is born 
into this world, not to seek selfish ease and pleasure, but to do God’s 
will, 7. e., His duty. Be assured that there is no genuine peace, 
rest, or contentment away from duty. God put them in duty, and 
who dare or can put them elsewhere? All calculations of worldly 
prudence or personal gain must be laid aside when conscience rings 
out a clear call to duty. It is strange, yet true, that the happiest, 
and at the same time the most trying, moments of life are those 
passed in doing our duty. Ever to strive for what is right, ever to 
dare to be what we ought to be, ever to be bold enough and fearless 
enough to say no when tempted to swerve from duty, this is true 
manliness, because conduct alone worthy of a man. 

Let us beg, therefore, the great Father, whose children we are, 
to give us that light of intelligence, that freedom of will from 
slavery of passion, and, above all, that grace, that divine force, 
needful to do His holy will, in which lies our duty. 




















OCCASIONAL SERMONS 


ADDRESS AT A FUNERAL 


“Rejoice, therefore, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart be in 
that which is good ._. . and know that for all these God will bring 
thee into judgment.”—Eccles. xi, 9. 


SYNOPSIS.—The impressions produced by the sight of death. We are 
taught the certainty of our own death, and the vanity of the things of 
the world. This should not make us sad, but should stimulate us td 
a better life; to use each day, each hour, in a Christian manner, so as 
to merit the judgment of praise from Our Lord. 


Where is the human heart that will remain untouched and indif- 
ferent at the deathbed of a friend or relative, witnessing the anxiety 
of an uneasy heart, the sighs of an oppressed breast, the death 
struggle and the final departure of one whom we knew and loved? 
Who seeing this will not with alarm remember that the hour will 
come in which it will be his own turn to struggle against death 
and suffer defeat? Alas, that our undue love of life and of the 
world should make the final separation of the soul from the body 
so fearful to us. 

Should we, therefore, as believing Christians, so anxiously avoid 
the sight of death and of the grave, and flee the thought of death 
because it disturbs our earthly pleasures, and might wake us from 
the sleep of sin? No, my dear brethren, this is not becoming for 
Christians, for the picture of death, the thought of the vanity of 
everything earthly is most beneficial, as it reminds us forcefully of 
our true destination. Death teaches most impressively how empty 
the things of this world are and how sin leads to eternal destruc- 
tion. Tell me, dear Christian, of what avail at the hour of death 
will be your wealth, your position, your friends ? 

Neither wealth nor influence will free you from the awful com- 
mand: “The dust must return to the earth, from whence it was; 
for dust thou art and into dust thou shalt return.” If you truly 
realize this, can you still make the treasures of this earth your only 
goal, your only pleasure? Can you afford to indulge in base grati- 
fications of the senses, until the Lord comes suddenly to demand 
your soul, and ask you to give an account of your stewardship? 
Can you take this foolish risk when you daily see that neither high 
station nor comfortable circumstances, nor age, nor sex, are safe 
from death; that no power can save us from the hands of the 
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stern Judge, who will measure out reward for virtue and punish- 
ment for sin? Nothing is so certain as death, and in order to be 
prepared for this dread hour let us often picture to ourselves the 
last moments of a dying person! Not that you should walk in 
sadness. No, let us say with Solomon: “Rejoice, therefore, oh, 
young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart be in that which is good 
in the days of youth, and walk in the ways of the heart, and in the 
sight of thy eyes; and know that for all these God will bring thee 
into judgment” (Eccles. xi, 9). If you will remember and truly 
realize this, my dear brethren, how diligently will you work out 
your salvation while it is yet day, and before the night comes in 
which no man can work! How carefully will you make use of the 
time given you and seek after the kingdom of God, His justice and 
faith; so that you may be adorned, like the wise virgins, with the 
robes of grace and virtue, with the lighted lamp of love, and enter 
with the Lord into His kingdom, when He shall come to judge the 
living and the dead, to reward the faithful and punish the faithless. 
If you desire to avoid the bitterness of death and to overcome the 
fear of that terrible hour, take care that your conscience will not 
reproach you with sin; live every day as you, on that last day, will de- 
sire to have lived; save yourself the remorse and pain that the 
review of a sinful life will cause. Live a life of dutifulness, so 
that you can give a good account before conscience and your God, 
and travel in the light so that you may not fear to acknowledge your 
works. There will be a day when they shall bring you to this 
place in a coffin, and let not that day come before you have made 
your peace with God. That day may come next month, next week, 
to-morrow. 

“Be converted to the Lord and you shall be saved” (Is. xlv, 22). 
Amen! 
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PRINCIPLES AND PRACTISE OF MORAL TRAINING 
CHAPTERS IN CHRISTIAN PEDAGOGY 
BY THE REV. P. A. HALPIN 


XXVII. Country 


“Let all the ends thou aim’st at be thy country’s, 
Thy God’s and truth’s.” 


So spake the great Cardinal of the eighth Henry when his for- 
tune had touched its nadir and had taught him, after much bitter- 
ness, the hard but salutary lesson that had he but served his God 
with half the zeal with which he served his king He would not, in 
his age, have left him at the mercy of his enemies. So full of incen- 
tives to high aspirations and high deeds is one’s country that where 
pedagogy fails to develop the rich resources it contains for the 
up-bringing of the child, it is censurable to a degree that is not easy 
to put in words. 

There is something mysterious in the link which binds a man to 
his native land. It creates a love which it is not easy to diminish, 
and, in almost all cases, impossible to destroy. When it departs 
from the heart there is lost a strength which can not safely be 
dispensed with, and its absence lends to crimes amany, the crown- 
ing one of which, treason, seems to include all other delinquencies, 
and to call down on the guilty one the execration of all his fellows. 
Parricide and treason are moral enormities which cry to God and to 
man for the most summary vengeance. Love for country finds a 
chord in every heart, and a chord that is responsive not only in the 
man but almost in the very child. For that reason patriotism is an 
emotion which is awakened as easily as any other, and perhaps 
more quickly than any other. 

There is, however, a patriotism that is unto wisdom and a 
patriotism that is tinged with folly exciting ridicule or indignation in 
sensible breasts. There is a patriotism which blinds and a pa- 
triotism which causes the scales to drop from vision, a patriotism 
which hurries on to excess, and a patriotism which is willing to 
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compromise because it is enlightened and looks beyond the present 
moment. The French have coined a term which puts a bar sinister 
on patriotism of a certain kind, the term is chauvinism. It applies to 
one who is absurdly jealous of his country’s honor or puffed up 
with an exaggerated sense of national glory, who is an extravagant 
glorifier of his country. Chauvin, one of Bonaparte’s soldiers, ac- 
quired such notoriety because he was a type of men who work 
mischief by unreasoning, irascible and vainglorious patriotism. 

There is much of this brand of patriotism observable in all coun- 
tries. This is mob patriotism. There is a so-called love of coun- 
try which is more pernicious—a love of country which is excessive. 
It is blatant. It hounds on to measures which have not in them 
a germ of welfare for the common good. Probed, it often re- 
veals not attachment to country but unseeing selfishness, it reveals 
ambition either for place or for wealth. It uses the country as a 
stepping-stone to encompass private ends. The device, when 
properly deciphered, which it carries on its banner is ego first and 
last and all the time. It is a concretion of the maxim so much 
used by so many who spend all their eloquence on reprobating it, 
the maxim that the end justifies the means. 

Those who lived through the two wars which disturbed the peace 
of the United States remember how unblushingly in nearly all 
ranks this execrable principle was the mainspring of what seemed 
heroic devotion to country. It is eminently the duty of those to 
whom the training of the young is committed to inculcate those 
truths without which patriotism will be merely emotion or listless, 
or awakened only when some emergency arises that compels uni- 
versal activity. 

The first training of the citizen of the future is begun where 
nature intended it to begin, that is, in the bosom of the family, and 
the longer the home education the better is it for the child and the 
State. What a society jungle the home is in so many instances ex- 
perience is there to demonstrate. A jungle in which human beings 
are reared to become beasts of prey, eager and ready to tear and to 
devour. How hard it is for the country to round them up, to de- 
prive them of their fangs and to place them where their fierce wild 
passions will not be tamed, but where, for a brief or a long period, 
they will be beyond the power of working the havoc to which they 
are incited by all the evil instincts of a nature which the home, 
such as it was, rendered ravenous, and which the school, such as it 
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was, only developed into a more highly developed agency for evil 
of the most formidable and destructive description. 

Nor is this true only of homes where squalor and vice prevailed, 
but just as true of those who left palatial dwellings wherein no 
morality, or a morality constructed by a surface of respectability, 
was considered as a sufficient passport to the college or university, 
which was not a whit better, and thence to social life and social 
duties and the tremendous responsibilities of citizenship. What 
manner of patriotism will such an ancestry give birth to and such a 
credit nourish? 

We upbraid our immigration officers because they throw open 
the gates of this favored land to so many who are unfit, through ig- 
norance or through vice, to consort with its favored citizens. It is 
wise that these commissioners should be held, and strictly held, to 
their obligation. It is also wise, while we are looking to our borders, 
to look to the gates of home, and of school and of college and of 
university, and see to it that therefrom not merely undesirable, but 
absolutely dangerous, citizens do not emerge. Yet the duty of 
pedagogy is dazzlingly clear in its simplicity. There is no patriotism 
without peace, and a great teacher has written that peace is the 
tranquillity of order—an exhalation of that regularity that binds 
rulers to the ruled and all to one another in that sapient charity 
which respects feelings and rights and authority. 

The old Cardinal found a safe way out of his wreck to rise in, and, 
in the wisdom purchased at the price of all he cherished and toiled 
for, he has mapped out the path of true patriotism: “Be just and 
fear not, let all the ends thou aim’st at be thy country’s, thy God’s 
and truth’s.” “Love thyself last.” “Corruption wins not more 
than honesty.” No patriot, therefore, who does not prize his coun- 
try more than himself, God more than himself, truth more than him- 
self, is to be relied on. When these principles are acknowledged, 
then will the country prosper and grow great. 

A country is what its people are. If they are small, selfish, mean 
and debased, it is small, selfish, mean and debased. The more men 
contribute of their best selves to their country, the more glorious 
that country becomes and the more it will impart of all its greatness 
to every man, woman and child within its borders. Elementary all 
this, but elementary does not mean trifling or superficial; it means 
the flesh and blood and bone of all doctrine that is saving, of all 
systems that uplift. It means fundamental principles, and funda- 
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mental principles are indispensable. Let it be remembered that 
the mind of man grasps these simplicities easily, but to see is not 
enough, but to be doers is what is needed. To do is the task, and 
needs strength, and to what fountain of strength, springing up into 
eternal life, does modern pedagogy point? 


XXVIII. Reticious INFLUENCE 


The world forgets the lesson which it has learned and for 
which it has paid an enormous if not an exhorbitant price. The ex- 
perience of the ages has eloquently preached one truth, and that 
truth is that there is no explaining the universe without God. In 
the Book of Books the statements: “In the beginning God created 
heaven and earth, made us, and not we ourselves ;” “I am the Lord 
that made all things, that alone stretched out the heavens, that 
established the earth, and there is none with me,” He stretched out 
the north over the empty space and hanged the earth upon nothing, 
all things were made by Him and without Him was made nothing 
that was made. 

These statements affirming so emphatically an existing and a 
creating Deity have been questioned most searchingly and by all 
manner of minds and men, and to-day the affirmation stands en- 
shrined in the niche which it belongs to and from which it will never 
be extended. Thinkers, honest and otherwise, have brought argu- 
ments against it, but none of them prevailed. One pseudo-phil- 
osopher, one scientist absolutely discredited to-day on account of the 
dishonesty of his presentments, when forced by actual demonstration 
to admit that spontaneous generation was, in the eyes of the latest 
science, a meaningless term and an impossible fact, said to his 
followers: “ Gentlemen, if we abandon spontaneous generation we 
shall have to assert the existence of God, and you know how un- 
worthy of a philosopher such an admission would be.” 

This supremacy of God, His presiding at all origins, is part of 
the lesson which the race forgets. Its complement is that every- 
thing that is owing all that it is to a maker must bow down in 
worship and obedience to that creator. The attitude of practical, 
if not theoretical, forgetfulness of God, has been prolific in deplorable 
consequences for the individual, the home, the State. The atheistic 
man, or family or State, is committed to most disastrous complica- 
tions. It is old apologetics, and it is not a little decried, to advance 
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that the man who is regardless of God, that the home which ignores 
Him and the State which banishes Him, is on the incline which leads 
to disintegration. It was true before and after Noe, before and 
after Alexander, before and after Cesar, and the averment was 
made by the Apostle who knew Jew and Gentile, Roman and 
barbarian, because he knew human nature, “For the invisible 
things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 

but professing themselves to be wise they became fools and 
changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made 
like to corruptible man.” ‘Wherefore God also gave them up to 
uncleanness, gave them up unto vile affections, and receiving on 
themselves that recompense of their error which was meet.” The 
list of abominations is a true catalogue of the woful consequences 
of atheism. 

What is the history of the family? It is the history of disorder, 
loathing, misery and wretchedness of the most heartrending descrip- 
tion, working terrible effects on children and on parents. The home 
becomes disintegrated and the members of the family carry the 
germs of their leprosy into society at large. In modern times the 
atheistic State has been in evidence and the story is always the same: 
decadence of all morality in high places and low. Such States gene- 
rate their own barbarians, who, springing up in their midst, de- 
vastate all that humanity prizes, and send out swarms to other and 
more prudent lands, swarms defiled by the infection of socialistic 
anarchy. 

This oblivion of God begets the destruction of all religion and 
of all the saving influence which flows from religion. The theme 
of all these chapters has been the necessity—the absolute necessity— 
of religion in pedagogy—a necessity so imperative that, were there 
no such thing as religion, he would be a peerless benefactor of his 
kind who succeeded in discovering, or rather in inventing, it. De- 
velop a child physically only, and you produce an animal, but yet 
not such a paragon as nature produces. Add to that achievement 
the highest mentality—if highest mentality can be without religion 
—and you evolve a rational animal with the emphasis on the animal 
element in the compound. Reason untouched by religion will find 
itself in constant warfare against the animal part, and in that 
struggle reason will be under the control of the senses, and then 
may the question be asked, What becomes of the dignity of man 
and of the manhood of the species? 
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We are told that men without any religion, that even men 
who have been apostles of irreligion, were men against whom the 
reproach of immorality could not be made. Who knows? Who 
is witness of a man’s whole life? Who knows what it is necessary 
to know before such an eulogy be pronounced? Who knows all 
an individual’s thoughts, words and deeds? It is for no man to 
judge, be it well understood, but there are facts which are so glar- 
ingly contradictory of the spotlessness which has been vaunted, that 
one hesitates and one fears before sending the probe in more deeply, 
lest revelations be made at which humanity would stand aghast. 
Unfortunately such revelations are written large and luminously in 
our own and other lands. 

A preacher of irreligion must be accused of folly or knavery. 
If of folly, then he is acquitted on the plea of temporary insanity 
or of permanent dementia. If he has any mind at all, he surely 
knows that when he poses as an emissary deputed by his own 
superior wisdom, he surely knows that he is removing from the 
paths of his fellows every check, every rein, every motive that can 
restrain the passions from careering at their own wild will, no mat- 
ter how much of what man holds dear is trampled under foot. 
Such an evangelist must be adjudged as guilty of the highest mis- 
demeanor against society, guilty of being a willing and responsible 
and exulting purveyor to the criminal desires and designs of his 
auditors. 

Let them all be perfect in all conceivable ways, it must ever be 
kept in mind that there may be such a thing as spiritual heredity. 
Their forefathers—the ancestors of those who advocate irreligion in 
these days—were Christians, and some of the Christianity is still 
helping to leaven the mass. Those irreproachable paragons of the 
days before Christ descended from a race of men to whom in the 
beginning the great revelation was made, and so consciously or un- 
consciously atavism was still energetic enough in some cases to 
steer them in or near roads of rectitude. 

Were a plebiscite gathered to-day the majority of ballots would 
be found on the side of God and of religion. Why, with such 
strong currents of atheism, such torrential streams of agnosticism, 
which is simply atheism “sicklied o’er with the pale cast of thought,” 
flowing up and down and hither and thither throughout the world, 
is not all that breathes of religion swept away into unfathomable 
depths? The reply seems to be that if man forgets God, He does 
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not forget man, and besides it may be that these torrents are not as 
deep as they are furious, and that these tides, otherwise unconquer- 
able, are met with mighty and resistless undercurrents working in 
contrary ways. Perhaps, too, in the Sodoms and Gomorras of the 
twentieth century there are found ten just men. 
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From the Acts of the Supreme Pontiff. 

Apostolic Constitution ordaining that from the beginning 
of the year 1909 the Pontifical constitutions, laws, decrees ; 
of the Roman Pontiffs and the doings of the Sacred Con- | 
gregations, etc., shall be published with the official com- 
mentaries in the special organ to be issued from the 
Vatican press. 

From the Sacred Congregation of Indulgences. 

Many partial and plenary indulgences granted to the 
confraternity of the Blessed Virgin under the title of 
Mount Carmel. 

An indulgence of one hundred days granted to all who 
on passing a church or chapel where the blessed Sacra- 
ment is kept, make some external act of reverence; one 
hundred days is likewise given to all who recite the 
following invocation in any language before Jesus in the 
tabernacle: “Jesus, my God, I adore thee here present in 
the Sacrament of thy love.” 

Three hundred days for the use of the same invocation 
before the blessed Sacrament solemnly exposed. 

Three hundred days indulgence granted for the recita- 
tion of a special prayer in honor of the Holy Ghost. 

Three hundred days granted for the recitation of a spe- , & 
cial jubilee prayer for the holy Father. 

By special indult all the faithful may gain the rosary 
indulgences for the recitation of the beads, even when the 
different decades are separated. Up to this time this has 
been the exclusive privilege of the members of the Rosary 
Society. 

From the Congregation of Rites. 

Celebration of Mass is not permitted in cemetery chapels 
in which the prescribed distance between the altar and the 
loculi is not observed. 


See 
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Feasts of St. Ambrose and St. Charles are raised to the 
rank of double major for the province of Milan. 

All the bishops of America, Oceanica, Australia, while 
crossing the ocean to or from Rome are permitted to say 
Mass daily, if the ocean be calm, the place of celebration 
be proper, and “in quantum fieri potest” they be assisted 
by a priest. 





CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 


IS IT LAWFUL TO ASSIST AT SPIRITISTIC SEANCES? 


Peter, a man of excellent character, though somewhat ingenuous, 
has been present several times at private spiritistic séances. He 
was led by curiosity alone. He took no active part in the experi- 
ments, nor did he sit in the “circle.” He was a passive spectator 
only. For this, however, he was severely taken to task by some 
friends, who maintained that even passive assistance at spiritistic 
manifestations is sinful, because it is a communing with evil spirits. 
Peter, however, maintains that the nature of these spirit manifesta- 
tions is not known, and, therefore, can not be condemned as un- 
lawful or evil, and he does not see why he may not continue to 
assist at them. 

Answer.—I. Briefly, the phenomena of spiritism may be summed 
up as follows: The earliest phenomenon that takes place when a 
number of persons gather together to hold a spiritistic séance is the 
movement of the table around which the persons are seated and on 
which they lightly place their hands. The table is moved in a 
jerky and undecided way at first, and, to all appearances, uncon- 
sciously by one of the sitters. But after a time the movement be- 
comes regular and seems to indicate a force operating independently 
of the sitters. When this force is fully developed, three or four 
strong adults, deliberately exercising all their physical strength, 
can not control it. Even a very heavy dining-room table, on which 
many heavy objects have been placed, may rise up bodily in the air, 
and remain suspended for some seconds, and then descend to its 
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normal position, without disturbing anything on it. The same 
phenomenon takes place with desks, chairs, boxes or other furni- 
ture. When these physical manifestations have reached a certain 
degree of what is called “development,” the phenomenon passes into 
a farther phase, and instead of the vibrations and tiltings of the 
table, clear percussive sounds, like tapping on wood with some 
solid object, such as a pencil, become perceptible. At first these 
tappings are very faint, but under favorable conditions become very 
distinct and amazingly emphatic and intelligent in character, a means 
in fact by which questions put by a sitter are answered and informa- 
tion conveyed, sometimes wholly unknown to anyone present. 

A third phase of these physical manifestations is the lifting and 
shifting of heavy objects and pieces of furniture, without any con- 
tact or co-operation of the sitters. Grand pianos and heavy dining- 
room sideboards are made to change places, chairs with persons 
seated on them are raised to the ceiling and lowered again, with- 
out even a wish or suggestion on the parts of the sitters, in fact 
very often to their very great alarm and discomfort. 

Luminous appearances, or “spirit lights,” are another manifesta- 
tion of spiritism. These “lights” are unlike any other kind of light 
known at present. Investigators like Sir William Crookes, have 
endeavored to reproduce them artificially, but have failed. These 
lights resemble glow worms or lightning bugs on a dark summer’s 
night. If the room is darkened it will seem to be full of these glow 
worms rapidly passing from point to point, now showing their 
light, now hiding it, occasionally settling on an object and remain- 
ing stationary, and then again moving on. Sometimes these “spirit 
lights” are followed by the appearance of a luminous hand or head 
or face or body. Sometimes a phantom form will carry a “spirit 
light” in its hand and pass it up and down its form, in order to 
make themselves distinctly visible to all present. According to in- 
vestigators of spiritism, these “spirit lights” are unquestionably 
controlled by independent spirit intelligences. 

The final stage of physical manifestations is the “materialization” 
of human forms and faces. These are visible to all the persons 
assisting at the experiment. For these materializations a “sensitive” 
of highly developed power is required. The “sensitive” goes into a 
deep trance or state of insensibility. The trance is not produced 
by the hypnotic action of any one present, but takes place naturally 
after the circle is formed. This trance is generally preceded by 
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some extremely unpleasant and repulsive manifestations, the “sen- 
sitive” apparently enduring a great deal of pain and discomfort, 
and laboring under some kind of physical oppression. After a time, 
however, these symptoms disappear and the “sensitive” passes into 
a state of profound insensibility. Now, in the darkened room, hands 
not belonging to anyone in the room, or the dim outline of faces or 
of human forms become visible and gradually seem to grow solid 
and clear. In some instances the entire form, enveloped in light 
drapery, is materialized, moves about the room, speaks to the 
sitters in an audible voice or whisper, and after a while “dema- 
terializes,’ and melts away before their eyes. The form seems to 
fall to pieces, as if a wax form were melting away, leaving only 
a white cloud or vapor behind, which lasts for a moment or two 
on the carpet or floor, through which it seems to pass. If the 
psychic conditions are favorable, these forms may have all the 
characteristics of human beings. The pulse or heart may be felt to 
be beating, and they seem to hear and to speak and to see, and they 
remain materialized for a considerable time. 

II. The purpose of all these manifestations and phenomena is to 
prove to the persons assisting at them that there are extraneous and 
independent spirit intelligences present, and that under certain con- 
ditions, they can and do hold communion with the living. Thus they 
will in many instances do things wholly contrary to all expectation 
or suggestion. They will propose experiments which never entered 
the minds of the investigators and which would seem to them diffi- 
cult if not impossible of execution. They will display a sharpness 
and intelligence and ingenuity which amaze and bewilder the stu- 
dent, and force him to the conclusion that only supernatural spirit 
forces or intelligences can account for the phenomena. Efforts have 
been made to explain these manifestations on the subliminal mind 
theory. The psychologists assert that there is going on beneath 
the threshold of our ordinary waking consciousness a secondary, 
and far more mysterious process of mind-action, which is in many 
respects entirely distinct and independent of the normal and con- 
scious working of the mind. In fact, man, they say, is possessed 
of two minds, each having its own particular sphere of operations. 
By means of this secondary or subliminal mind, the psychologists 
have endeavored to explain all the so-called spiritistic phenomena. 
Up to the present, the endeavor has failed. Many spiritistic phe- 
nomena may be satisfactorily accounted for by the subliminal mind 
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theory, but there are many also which, according to the masters 
of the science, can not possibly be explained except on the theory 
of spiritism. Unless it be admitted that there are separate and in- 
dependent spirit intelligences at work in these manifestations and 
materializations, they remain wholly unaccounted for on any theory 
up to the present known to science. Full allowance being made for 
fraud and deception and for the workings and vagaries of the 
subliminal mind, it can scarcely be denied with any show of reason, 
upon a thoughtful consideration of the evidence, that many of these 
spiritistic phenomena are the direct work of separate and inde- 
pendent spirit intelligences. The evidence is simply overwhelming. 
The universal evidence of these materialized beings themselves is 
that they are the spirits of departed men and women, some of whom 
have learned the art of manipulating the delicate matter abstracted 
from the organism of the sensitive (astral substance) and of shaping 
it into bodies resembling those of their past earth life, and that 
théy do this for the purpose of giving evidence that they have sur- 
vived the shock of death and are able to communicate with the 
living. But are they really the spirits of the dead? Thus far no 
investigator has ever been able to establish the identity of any com- 
municating spirit. When put to the test all attempts at identifica- 
tion utterly break down. In their efforts to identify themselves 
with certain dead persons, the intelligences have been detected in 
all kinds of lying and deception and skilful subterfuge. After years 
of effort with what seemed the same intelligence to establish the 
earth-identity that it claimed for itself, some communication is 
made, or some fact alleged, which shows conclusively that the in- 
telligence has been fraudulently impersonating some dead person. 
Inconsistencies, incoherencies and contradictions in a communicat- 
or’s account of himself; oblivion and error about things which it 
seems inconceivable that the real person should have forgotten or be 
mistaken about, and an intellectual standpoint inferior to his in life, 
are some of the reasons why the investigator will doubt the identity 
which the intelligence claims for itself. The real ultimate aim of 
the intelligence seems to be the control of the sensitive. The entire 
complicated machinery of mediumship is set in operation with this 
one end in view. Once full control of the sensitive is obtained, 
the masquerading intelligence seeks to accomplish the moral and 
physical ruin of its victims. “The ingenuity displayed in attain- 
ing this end, the tricks and subtleties resorted to in order to escape 
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detection and to continue ‘in possession,’ were in one or two 
instances of a kind passing all human comprehension and imagina- 
tion, and the wonder is that anything like an escape from such 
toils is ever effected at all. In some instances this is only accom- 
plished after the physical constitution of the victim has been 
completely ruined, in others the termination of the experiment is 
reached in the asylum, or in some institution for the cure of 
nervous disease.” (Raupert, Modern Spiritism.) 

“Ten thousand unfortunate people are at present (1877) con- 
fined in lunatic asylums on account of having dabbled in spiritism. 
Not a week passes that we do not hear that some of these unfor- 
tunates destroy themselves by suicide or are removed to a lunatic 
asylum. The mediums often manifest signs of an abnormal con- 
dition of their mental faculties, and among certain of them are found 
unequivocal indications of a true demoniacal possession. The evil 
spreads rapidly, and it produces frightful results.” (Dr. Forbes 
Winslow, Spiritual Madness.) 

When one considers the moral and intellectual confusion and 
chaos that flow from these spirit communications, one is driven to 
the conclusion that the intelligences are not the spirits of the dead, 
but evil and malign spirits, masquerading as the spirits of the 
dead, to accomplish the moral and physical and psychical ruin of 
their victims. 

The “creed” of spiritism, as gathered from its most authoritative 
literature and from the disclosures of the spirit intelligences, is anti- 
Christian. However diverse their teaching may be on secondary 
matters, there is absolute agreement on the following points: 

1. Christianity is not a special and unique revelation. It is one 
of many forms of high spirit manifestation, designed to enforce on 
man the binding obligation of the moral law, inherent in his nature. 

2. Christ is not divine in the sense of the Catholic Church. He 
is a purely human being, who possessed wonderful psychic powers. 

3. The teaching of the Church regarding the passion and death 
of Christ is all wrong, due to human error and weakness. 

4. There is no priesthood especially set aside and ordained by 
Christ to continue His work. 

5. The Church with her Sacraments was never instituted to 
perpetuate the work of saving men’s souls. She is purely human 
in her origin, her growth and her work. 

6. The notion of retribution after death for sin committed in 
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the flesh is folly. Man is daily and hourly preparing his own 
heaven and hell. There is no heaven or hell as taught by the 
Church. Man is in very truth his own saviour. 

With this “creed” of spiritism before him, a Catholic can have 
no difficulty in determining the nature of the intelligences at work 
in these spirit manifestations, “But though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach a Gospel to you besides that which we have 
preached to you, let him be anathema” (Gal. i, 8). These are evil 
spirits, bent on evil. Since the days of our blessed Lord their 
works and pomps have been known and resisted by the Church. 
They are lying spirits. They impel their victims to the most loath- 
some immoral abominations. They teach false and immoral doc- 
trines. They abhor the presence of holy things. They deny Jesus 
Christ. “Every spirit that dissolveth Jesus is not of God. And this 
is anti-Christ of whom you have heard that he cometh, and he is 
now already in the world” (I John iv). 

III. As regards the case of Peter, we would say that since he 
was ignorant of the nature and purpose of these spirit manifes- 
tations and materializations, his assistance at the séances was not 
sinful. He was led merely by curiosity. But for the future he is 
bound under pain of mortal sin to abstain from all participation, 
even passive, in spiritism. Even if it were granted that the nature 
of the forces at work in spiritism is not sufficiently established to 
pass a final judgment on them, still sufficient is known to make it 
clear to every Catholic that these spirit intelligences are demonic in 
nature, and that all commerce with them is immoral and sinful and 
strictly prohibited by the law of God and of the Catholic Church. 








